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i^ifce . AiaS League,', 
^jxjoperation with West 
... ietridi Genscfcer on Wed- 
conferred .with French 

.the Foreign 

.jw.ee sources in r Bona said several Arab 
expressed interest in 
vn improving sec- 
" Kitacts ensued from the Dec. 27 assaults 
^ffi eoUnt^K m Rome an d Vienna. The sources. 
COOC^f^ihey not be'ideritified, said among the 
W^uader ^ludy were tourer controls on 
e^^&e'pttx±$siig ofpassportsand roer- 
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Israel to return i>51m to U.S. 

TEL AVIV (R) —Israel has pledged to hand back *51 million in 
U.S. economic aid which Washington has recalled in attempts to 
balance its budget, an American embassy official said Wed- 
nesday. American officials had said that if Israel did not return the 
money other countries, yet to receive their 1986 American aid 
quota, would have had their aid slashed. Under a new law des- 
igned to balance the U.S. budget in five years, all non-defence 
expenditure is being cut by 4 J per cent. Because Israel had 
..thready received its entire iy8b non- military aid. it was asked to 
^return a portion. Israel was to have got about *3.75 bfltitm in 1986, 
ribtyht one third of all American foreign aid, the embassy official 
saktlThe S51 mflioa is part of M .2 bUKonra non-military aid, he 
safct: Israel Radio said *77 million will also be cut from the *1 .8 
biUfon in 1986 military aid Israel is to receive, but a *750 million 
padcage of non-military aid approved last year will be unaffected. 
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Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 
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1. -BElRUr (K)_— Libyanleader 
i .Muwnttw'QawhafihwTeoeiveda 
a [wj . TetteffromSyrian President Hafez 
u A1 Assad and been briefed on 
developments in Lebanon , the off- 
■nJ5L«- icial Libyan news agency . (JANA)-, 
s aid : Wed nesday, j ANA. received 
in BeiraUsaii &e letter, was con- 
veyed Tuesday- might by Syrian 
Foreign Minister Faroiiq A1 
Shara’m who' arrived - in Tripoli 
wfrfc a‘ delegation of pro-Syrian 
, -s, ^ Lebanese leftist parties. It said the 

,ae Jetier dealt with Arab dev- 
elop" merits and issues of -common 
interest The delegation briefed 
CoL. Qadhafi on Lebanon - and 
expressed solidarity . with Libya 
“xi its confrontation of American 
threa ts. and economic measures/’ 
it added. 
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Israel to ask fc^gypt 
for reporfan- 
Sinai killi ngs * 


Aden tug-of-war 
threatens to spark 
all-out tribal 


war 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Rebel forces were 
on Wednesday battling to root out pockets of 
troops loyal to South Yemeni President AK 
Nasser Mohammad in Aden, amid fears an 
armed power struggle now in its 10th day 
could turn into aO-out tribal war. 
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ilpama-’:, TET^YI^CAPy ^Is^l will ask 
•ring fc Lgyptwhefljer it intendsto submit 
•uk a foil rgiprt^'thie.kpt^ of seyen 

Isj^ehuh ^eSiiMU ^t^g la lj^ 

spokesman isaid Israel also was 
waiting fefc E^)^:^ciaL .re*-' 
potise to theJ^.J^cabinet dec : 
isiori contfitionaify ^ubving int- 
erna tionaL’ arbkrarion over the' 
disputed Sinavixrrder point of 
Taba.O&erIaucfi officials, spe- 
aks^ on cOTtfitioO of anonymity, 
said-lsrael :may -rescind its agr- 
eement to arbitrate tihe Taba drs- 
pute unless- it -is ^satisfied with 
Egypt’s rqwrt ootbe Ocl 5 Sho- 
oting. .- v'. jjy , 
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Diplomatk sources in the reg- 
ion, quoted by Reuter, said the 
conflict had already cost 10,000 
lives and caused damage running 
into bflfions d dollars. 

Fighting with tanks and artillery 
raged around die airport and Int- 
erior Mbistry at Khonnaksar, and 
a big explosion was reported at an 
ammunition depot there, Reuter 
said. 

' But the rebels appeared to have 
tightened their gnp on the rest of 
the capital, it quoted sources as 
saying. 

Four of the six provinces were 
behind die rebels, with Mr. Moh- 
ammad entrenched in his only 
remaining stronghold — his home 
legion of Abyan, 160 kilometres 
east of Aden — virtually ringed by 
hostile tribesmen, they said. 

Tribal warfare, based on per- 
sonal loyalties rather than, ide- 
ology, Iras periodically wracked 
both Yemens, and there was con- 
cern that confusion over who now 
roles , die nation of 22 million 
tauM-spark aU-ont war, the dip- 


lomatic sou res told Reuter. 

North Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, who has called 
for a ceasefire, is concerned that 
tribal fighting in the south could 
arouse North Yemeni tribes hos- 
tile to him. they said. 

At least 1200 foreigners rem- 
ained trapped in Aden, many of 
them threatened by food and 
water shortages, diplomats in Dji- 
bouti sail. 

Some 4.500 foreign nationals 
have been evacuated to the East 
African port from Aden, bat the 
flare-up in the fighting has pre- 
vented a resumption of a rescue 
mission by Soviet, French and Bri- 
tish vessels now waiting off South 
Yemen. 

Evacuees have reported bodies 
littermg Aden's streets, and new- 
spapers in Kuwait quoted a Kuw- 
aiti evacuated aboard the Brit&i 
royal yacht Britannia as saying 
opposing forces were using cor- 
pses to build barricades. 

Refugees reaching Djibouti 
from Aden tokl tile AP mihriam en 


loyal to President Mohammad 
were in control of downtown 
Aden locations, apparently bra- 
cing to engage the rebels. 

Scattered fighting wife tanks 
and artillery shells meanwhile 
raked the seafront suburbs, these 
refugees said. 

The United Arab newspaper AJ 
Khaleej reported that rebel forces 
and tribal warriors were “sup- 
reme” in the gove morales of 
Lahaj, Hadramawt, Dhah and AJ 
Mehra. 

Citing unidentified sources in 
Aden and the North Yemeni cap- 
ital of Sana’a, the paper said that 
army forces and tribes loyal to 
President Mohammad were “fir- 
mly entrenched" in the gov- 
ernors tes of Abyan and Shebweh. 

The rebel radio, monitored in 
Bahrain said that former Pre- 
sident Abdul-Fattah Ismail was 
leading the bloody upsurge aga- 
inst Mr. Mohammad. 

Mr. Ismail, a Marxist doc- 
trnaire. was reported by the gov- 
ernment radio to have been exe- 
cuted along with other rebel lea- 
ders Jan. 13, when they allegedly 
tried to pull off a coup ana ass- 
assinate Mr. Mohammad. 

The rebel radio insisted that 
“comrade Abdul Fattah l«mail is 
alive.” 

AJ Khaleej claimed that Mr. 
Ismail “suffered mino r injuries, 
but his whereabouts remain unk- 
nown.” 
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Khamenei ends 
visit to Zimbabwe 


HARARE (R). .J-r- Iranian Pre- 
si Aent Al i Khamenei, left Harare 
forTehran ou Wednesday after a 
controversial 4hree-day ^vxsxt mar- 
hands 


; :- -ked by his refusal to 


(edl? 


with wor iien nnhisters or to attend 
a banquet in his frond ur. Neither 
of tho two women ^members of 
Princie; Mmister Robert Mugabe’s 
cabinet, WoTrietfs Affafrs Min- 
ister Teurai-Ropa - Nboago and 
Natural. Resources and Tourism 
Ministef Victoria: 
among the airport : 

Carter bi^ins 
^icantoiir 

. "■ • ■ 

kit rji; KHARTOUM (AP) — Former 
#ci sfr-'l US. > President - Jimmy- Carter 
Icn. ^ -begaa oh. Wednesday .a tour of 
jay.lb' fbur arid African, countries in 
whiefr he w3 1 pn^joseways of avo- 
& id tog finure droughts. Mr. Carter 
^IjdP 1 ' is represMting a private group cal - 
led “the Green Revolution” on his 
»j : tour, which. also will take him to 
Tanzania, Zambia told Ghana. 
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UDya laiinches efforts to 
dear its name over air- 
port attacks, ps^e 2 
Travel agent finds new 
way to , market Jordan, 

Pag*3 . 

Superpowers' ‘und- 
erstancfalg , — peace at 
foe expense of justice, 


Americans change travel 
plans for fear of attacks; 
page 5. • 

McEnroe . takes a _bre- 
a&er, p^e6 . 

"Experts call : for new 
Arab ^ petroche mica ! 
f»ge7 . 

V defendants, sen- 
lenifed frj <feath in Gan- 
dhimtirder trial, page 8 


Tension runs high in Beirut 
as blast victims are buried 


.BEIRUT- [ Agencies) — Both east 
, and westBeirot remained tense on- 
Wednesday as east Beirut res- 
idents buned victirro of a big car 
explosion &at killed 30 people 
.and wounded over 100. 

.. Reports in cheated that Syria 
had massed armour above Pre- 
sident Arato Gemayel's mountain 
village m tixe latest development 
after Mr. Gemayel torolea a rig- 
htist militia leader who signed a 
Syrian-sponsored peace plan to 
end Lebanon's 10-year-ofd civil 
war. 

Tuesday’s 250-kg bomb toned 
a busy east Beirut shopping street 
into an inferno of blazing cars and 
buildings. Beirut press reports 
said 30 people were killed and 1 32 
hurt. 

■ Dazed relatives gathered to 
bury their dead as civilians picked 
through devastated shops and 
apartments. In west Beirut, army 
•troops fired anti-tank grenades in 
the air to mourn a soldier killed by 
. the blast. 

The attack raised tension in 
Christian areas already shaken by 
the violent overthrow of Syria’s 
key Christian ally in Lebanon. 
Ehe Hobeika. which wrecked the 
pact he signed with two other lea- 
ders in a tad to end the civil war. 


sed tanks and 1 20- mm artillery 
near Mr. Gemayel's Bikfuya vil- 
lage. where loyalist Lebanese 
army units confront pro-Syrian 
militia forces. 

There were no reports that the 
Syrians had taken part in fighting 
but die soured political climate 
sent the Lebanese pound plunging 
to a record low closing price of 
20.75/2125 to the dollar, well 
below Tuesday’s 19.70/80 finish 
(See page 7). 

Police said three of Gemayel 
loyalists were killed and seven 
wounded in fighting during the 
night with pro-Syrian militias in 
the central mountains. 

Both sides used artillery in the 
clashes that spluttered on the eas- 
tern flank of the Christian hea- 
rtland above Bikfaya. 10 kil- 
ometres northeast of Beirut. 

Casualties among the pro- 
Syrian militias were not known. 

Syrian army units were reported 
to be deploying in mountain top 
position overlooking Bikfaya to 
back the militias against units of 
the Lebanese army and Mr. Gem- 
ayefs right-wing Falangist mil- 
itiamen. 

Police said Tuesday’s car bomb 
in the Furn A! Shubbak district of 
east Beirut was packed with an est- 


Wimesses quoted by both the ■ i mated 250 kilogrammes of high 
AP and Reutersaid Syria has mas-, explosives, gasoline and oxygen 


bottles that turned it into a pow- 
erful firebomb. 

The force of the blast hurled 
parked cars into apartment bui- 
ldings. 

The bomb exploded 3U netres 
from a Falaoge office, but aut- 
horities would not say whether 
that was the target. The only Ja ti- 
nge at the four-storey party office 
was shattered windows. 

No-one has claimed res- 
ponsibQity for the car bombing. 
But the rightist media pointed the 
finger at Syria and its Lebanese 
allies, charging that it was ret- 
aliation for Mr. GemayePs efforts 
to scuttle the Syrian-brokered 
peace pact. 

Syrian allies have blamed Mr. 
Gemayel for engineering Mr. 
Hobeika's downfall to sabotage 
the agreement, which would have 
reduce the powers of the 
Christian-held presidency and 
given Lebanon's Muslim majority 
more say in the government. 

Political sources told Reuter 
Syrian leaders were stfll con- 
sidering bow to respond to the 
setback to their peace drive. 

Prime Minister Rashid Kara mi 
and three cabinet ministers have 
said they will no longer deal with 
Mr. Gemayel. whose government 
has long suffered near-paralysis. 


PRINCE HASSAN VISITS ARMY Hu: His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan meet with 
Armed Forces Commander in Chief General Sharif 
Zaid Dm Shaker at the army headquarters. Prince 


Hassan was met on arrival by Army Chief of Staff 
Lt.-Gen. Fathi Abu Taleb, his assistants and the 
commander of the Royal Jordanian Air Force (Petra 
photo) 


Urquhart 
arrives in 
Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — Mr. *&rian 
Urquhart. the U.N. assistant 
secretary-general for political aff- 
airs. arrived in Amman on Wed- 
nesday on a visit to Jordan exp- 
ected to last several days. 

Mr. Urquhart wQl meet with 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifaiand sen- 
ior government officials for talks 
on Middle East affairs and int- 
ernational issues. 

Acting Foreign Minister Hazem 
Nuseibeh hosted a banquet Wed- 
nesday night in honour of Mr. 
Urquhart. Dr. Nuseibeh also pre- 
sented to the U.N. assistant sec- 
retary general the Independence 
Medal of the First Order on behalf 
of His Majesty King Hussein. The 
medal was presented to Mr. Urq- 
uhan in recognition of his 3U yea rs 
of service at the U.N. 


Thatcher 

meets 

Peres 

LONDON (Agencies) — British 
Prime Minis ter Margaret Tha- 
tcher and Israeli Premier Shimon 
Peres held talks on Wednesday 
which officials said focused on 
Middle East peace efforts. 

.After an hour-long meeting. 
Peres told reporters be and Mrs. 
Thatcher bad examined new ideas 
to break the deadlock in the Mid- 
dle East. “Time is running out and 
there is a need to make additional 
steps," he said. 

According .to British.. officials, 
the “key requirement” is to find 
representative Palestinians, acc- 
eptable both to Israel and the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), who would take part in a 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian del- 
egation to peace talks. 

Peres arrived here Tuesday 
night from The Netherlands on 
the second leg of a European tour 
which will also take him to West 
Germany. 

His Majesty King Hussein held 
talks with Mrs. Thatcher and spe- 
cial U.S. envoy to the Mideast 
Richaid Murphy earlier this week 
in London. Mr. Murphy flew to 
The Hague to meet Peres, who 
was visittog The Netherlands, and 
returned to London. 

Peres was also expected to meet 
Mr. Murphy during his present 
stay in London. 

Peres told reporters in The 
Hague on Tuesday he believed 
there was agreement on at least 
half the problems standing in the 
way of a Middle East bre- 
ak through. 

” We have negotiated 50, maybe 
55 per cent of them. There are still 
45 per cent of the problems to be 
solved ” he said. 

British officials, speaking after 
the Peres -Thatcher meeting, pla- 
yed down hopes of an early bre- 
akthrough, saying there were still 
major problems to be overcome. 

The British position has been 
that the question would be rec- 
onsidered only after Israel ended 
its residual military presence in 
South Lebanon. 


Muslims appeal for world 
support to protect Jerusalem 


MARRAKESH (Agencies) — 
An appeal in the name of one bil- 
lion Muslims was to be launched 
from Marrakesh on Wednesday 
seeking support against Israeli act- 
ions at Islamic holy places in Jer- 
usalem. 

King Hassan II of Morocco told 
the opening session of the Jer- 
usalem Committee set up by the 
46-member Organisation of Isl- 
amic Conference (OiC) that the 
appeal, to be signed by all Islamic 
heads of state, would ring like "an 
alarm belL” 

The meeting was also expected 
to take practical steps to avoid - 
new incidents at the Al Aqsa 
Mosque. Islam's third holiest shr- 
ine after Mecca and Medina, con- 
ference sources told Reuters. 

King Hassan offered to send 
I ?0 Moroccan volunteers to help 
guard the mosque although it was 
not i n mediately clear, the sources 
said, if Israel would let them into 
the occupied territories. 

The Al Aqsa Mosque, built on 
the site where the Prophet Moh- 
u n nad is said to have ascended to 
heaven, is currently guarded by' 
about 40 unarmed Palestinians 
paid from the OIC Al Odos Fund. 


they said. 

The Jerusalem Committee’s 
extraordinary meeting, the first in 
two years, follows incidents at Al 
Aqsa. A group of Israeli par- 
liamentarians visited the area 
twice this month. 

Speakers at the opening session 
said the Islamic World had to react 
strongly because these visits and 
other incidents were signs of Isr- 
ael's intention to take over the 
mosque. The Jews believe that the 
mosque is built over the site of an 
ancient Jewish temple. 

OIL Secretary-General Sba- 
rifuddin Pirzadeh said the Israeli 
govern ment may decide to occupy 
Al Aqsa. 

Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat said: "Resolutions and 
decisions by the Israeli gov- 
ernment and" parliament leave no 
doubt that the intention is to des- 
troy the Al Aqsa Mosque and to 
replace it with the Solomon Tem- 

ple ” . ... , 

The Islamic appeal will also be 

sent to the Pope. Mr. Arafat said 
that lsraers policy of transforming 
Jerusalem into a purely Jewish city 
was aimed as much against Chr- 


istian values as Muslim ones. 

Mayors of Arab towns in Israel 
have expressed concern to the 
leader of Jerusalem’s Muslims 
about the need to protect Al Aqsa' 
Mosque. 

Sheikh Saeddin Al Aland , mufti 
of Jerusalem, told Reuters that 
seven Arab mayors visited the Al 
Aqsa Mosque on Tuesday and 
expressed their support. 

In New York. United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar received a message fro n 
Jordan's U.N. Ambassador Abd- 
ullah Saleh on the situation in occ- 



ly 

places in the occupied Arab lands. 
In the message. Mr. Salah said 
Zionist elements led by rabbies 
tried to storm the holy shrine and 
clashed with the Arab wor- 
shippers. 

The message referred to a sim- 
ilar violation of the holy shrine of 
A I Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron in 
the occupied West Bank Iasi Fri- 
day. The incident resulted in cla- 
shes between Arab worshippers 
and Jewish settlers. 


Whitehead seeks French backing for sanctions 


PARIS (R) — U.S. Deputy Sec- 
retary of State John Whitehead, 
visiting eight allied capitals to urge 
participation in US. sanctions 
against Libya, spent one and a half 
hours on Wednesday in talks with 
French External Relations Min- 
ister Roland Dumas. 

A US. spokesman said Mr. 
Whitehead was also seeing Int- 
erior Minister Pierre Joxe, who 
coordinates French security aga- 
inst terrorist attacks, and Jacques 
Attali, President Francois Mit- 
terrand’s closest aide, on Wed- 
nesday. 

Mr. Whitehead arrived in the 
French capital Tuesday night from 
Bonn where be urged West Ger- 
many to cut its ofl imports from 
Libya, to close Tripoli's mission in 
Bonn and to halt air connections 
between Libya and West Ger- 
many. 


The West Germans have ref-, 
used to join in economic sanctions 
agamst Libyan leader Muararaar 
Qadhafi (See page 2). 

In Berne, the Swiss government 
announced cm Wednesday it will 
not join the U.S. call for sanctions 
against Libya. 

The federal council, neutral 
Switzerland's collective executive, 
has sent a letter to President Rea- 
gan informing him of its position, 
government spokesman Achille 
Casanova told reporters. 

The United Slates imposed a 
trade boycott and other measures 
against Libya in the wake of last 
month's attacks at Rome and Vie- 
nna airports, for which it blamed 
Colonel Qadhafi. 

France, whose trade with Libya 
already has been drastically cut. 
considers itself the only country to 
have responded positively to the 


US. appeal for sanctions by cal- 
ling for a discussion of terrorism 
by European Community foreign 
ministers at their meeting on 
Monday. 

Mr. Dumas told an interviewer 
a week ago: "France has cut its 
relations with Libya by four to 
one. France no longer sells arms to 
Libya, not since a long time." 

In a later interview. Mr. Dumas 
pointed out that only 800 French 
citizens were living or working in 
Libya. In addition' he said France 
had reduced its consumption of 
Libyan oil to less than Gve per 
cent. 

France’s situation vis-a-vis 
Libya was far different from that 
of tiie United States, he said. "I 
doubt whether the Americans 
think that the Europeans could 
take measures identical to theirs 
(against Libya 


Sovlet-PLO relations on the upbeat after Shevardnadze- Kaddoumi talks 


By Lamis K. Andoni 
Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 

-AMMAN — Recent talks bet- 
ween Soviet and Palestinian lea- 
ders have succeeded in narrowing 
differences and restoring some of 
the "warmth'' between the two 
skies. 

Palestinian officials here told 
the Jordan Times that a meeting 
between Soviet Foreign IMmister 
Eduard Shevardnadze and the 
.head of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Political 
Department Farouk Kaddoumi, 
in the . second week of January 
"was very successful in improving 
bilateral relations and narrowed 
-tiie gap -between the two sides.” 
They safci that the Soviet Union 
dkf riot set any conditions for imp- 
roving its relations with the FLO 
leadership stressed the imp- 
ortance of reunifying the PLO fac- 
tions and reconciliation between 
the PLO’s leadership and Syria. 

According to. well-informed 
Pal estinian sources here, the Sov- 
iet Union's main concern was that 
tire PLO should not take part in 


U.S. -sponsored peace neg- 
otiations which could exclude the 
Soviet Union and should not give 
" fundamental concessions" in 
return for its admission into any 
American-led peace process. 

Mr. Kaddoumi, a critic of the 
Feb. 1 1 agreement with Jordan, is 
said to have reiterated the PLO’s 
official line in defence of the agr- 
eement but stressed that the PLO 
was strongly committed to its aims 


ablishment of an independent 
Palestinian state,” the com- 
munique said. The phrasing of the 
statement is in tine with the res- 
olutions of the 16th session of the 
PNC , held in Algiers in 1 yS3. and 
which were endorsed by all Pal- 
estinian factions and supported by 
the Soviet Union. 

Palestinians sources expected 
the improvement in Soviet- 
Palestmutn relations to reflect pos- 


and principles as outlined in Pal- itively on efforts to reunite the 
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estme National Council (PNC) 
resolutions that oppose unilateral 
settlements with Israel, Con- 
secutive PNC sessions have rej- 
ected United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 242 as ins- 
ufficient to form a basis for a pea- 
ceful settlement. 

A statement issued by a PLO 
meeting in Baghdad last week 
condemned unilateral settlements 
with Israel and indicated that the 
organisation has not given up its 
goal to establish an independent 
Palestinian state. 

“The PLO is still committed to 
the formation of a confederation 
with Jordan folkwing the est- 


PLO but did not anticipate any 
immediate results. 

The Soviet Union, a long- 
standing ally of the PLO, did not 
take sides when interna] conflicts 
erupted inside the organisation in 
the spring c£.1983 or in the con- 
flict between Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and PLO Cha- 
irman. Yasser Arafat However, it 
had repeatedly called for PLO 
unity and die normalisation of rel- 
ations between the leadership of 
the PLO and Syria. 

Contacts between the PLO and 
the Soviet leadership continued 
but PLO delegations which visited 
Moscow over the last three years. 


were received fry Soviet Foreign 
Ministry officials and oot by the 
minister himself. No invitation 
was extended to Mr. Arafat to visit 
Moscow and die highest level 
.meeting between the two sides 
was between the PLO chairman 
and the present Soviet president 
(then foreign minister). Andrei 
Gromyko, in East Germany in 
November-October 1984. 

According to the sources three 
important developments had cle- 
ared the way for tiie meeting bet- 
ween Mr. Kaddoumi and Mr.She- 
vernadze: 

—A visit by Salah KhaJaf (Abu 
Iyad). a senior Fateh Central 
Committee member, to Moscow 
in September 1985. which "mel- 
ted the ice between the two sides.” 

— The PLO’s successful med- 
iation with Lebanese Muslim fun- 
damentalist groups to release 
three Soviet diplomats who were 
kidnapped in last September in 
Lebanon. 

The Soviet leadership exp- 
ressed appreciation and thanks for 
the PLO role in securing the rel- 
ease of the Soviet hostages. The 


sources did not elaborate on the 
PLO mediation with the Muslim 
groups. 

— A visit by Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein to Moscow last 
December. 

"President Hussein explained 
to the Soviet leaders the PLO’s 
stand and discussed with them the 
Feb. 11 agreement." die sources 
said. "He clarified the Palestinian 
position on many issues to the Sov- 
iet leaders and helped in clearing 
the atmosphere between the two 
skies.” they added. 

In principle, the Soviet stand 
has not changed. The difference, 
according to the sources, is that 
the Soviets * ‘have shown increased 
readiness to listen to the PLO lea- 
dership and expressed better und- 
erstanding of the leadership's pos- 
ition and interpretation of the sit- 
uation in the Middle East and of 
Syrian -Palestinian relations.” 

The Soviet leaders urged the 
PLO to take positive steps tow- 
ards reunifying the PLO and exp- 
lored means and venues for ach- 
ieving that goal, the sources said. 
One of tire means which were dis- 


cussed by the Soviets and the PLO 
was calling fora new PNC meeting 
in which all PLO factions will par- 
ticipate. The main obstacle for 
convening a PNC — a forum 
where al! differences could be dis- 
cussed — is that the dissident fac- 
tions do not recognise the results 
of the 17th session of tiie PNC. 
which was held in Amman in Nov- 
ember 1984. 

The Damascus-based rebel fac- 
tions. particularly the Democratic 
Front for tiie Liberation of Pal- 
estine (DFLP) and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pal- 
estine (PFLP). view the res- 
olutions adopted by the 16th PNC 
session in AJgiers as a legitimate 
basis for inter-Palestinian dia- 
logue. 

The two factions boycotted the 


Amman session and strongly con- 
demned its results and the Feb. 1 1 
accord which followed. They also 
call for the abrogation of. the acc- 
ord as a precondition for Pal- 
estinian unity. 

The Fateh leadership disagrees 
with these conditions and insists 
on the legality of the Amman PNC 
session and refuses to abondon the 
Feb. 11 agreement. 

According to sources, Mr. Kad- 
doumi suggested to the Soviet 
Union that Moscow could "enc- 
ourage the dissident factions to 
meet with the PLO leadership in 
Moscow to hold fresh rec- 
onciliation talks.'’ The Soviets, 
have not responded to the Pal-' 
estinian suggestion but die PLO 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Libya launches efforts to clear 
its name over airport attacks 


PALERMO, Sicily (Agencies) — Italian Prime Min- 
ister Bettino Craxi has discussed Libya with the 
Spanish and Maltese prime ministers amid signs of a 
diplomatic offensive by Tripoli to clear its name over 
the Rome and Vienna airport attacks. 


Malta’s Canmelo Mifsud Bon- 
□ici made a lightning trip to Pal- 
ermo Tuesday night and in a 
55-minute meeting at the city’s 
Punta Raisi airport, briefed Mr. 
Craxi on a recent meeting he held 
with Libyan leader Vfuammar 
Qadhafi. 

"We noted a desire on the part 
of Libya to clarify its position.” 
Mr. Craxi told reporters aft- 
erwards. “The aim we are pur- 
suing is to obtain a commitment of 
all states against acts of ter- 
rorism.” 

Libya has denied U.S. all- 
egations that it was behind gue- 
rrilla attacks which killed IV peo- 
ple at Rome and Vienna airports 
on Dec. 27. 

Mr. Lraxi earlier said that Mif- 
sud Bonnici. whose country has 
close ties with Libya, would bring 
him a message from Col. Qadhafi. 
but he later declined to confir n to 
joumaliststhatthe Maltese leader 
had handed over such a message. 

Mr. Craxi was visiting Paler no 
after two days of talks in the Sic- 
ilian resort of Taormina with Spa- 
nish Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez at which Libya was a leading 
topic. 

Jtaly and Spain agreed that their 
policies towards Libya nusj be 
part of a joint initiative by the 
European Community (hC). 
which Spain joined this month. 
Mr. C raxi told a news conference. 

Nevertheless, in response to 
UJ5. calls for an econo tuc boycott 
of Tripoli. Italy has unilaterally 


suspended arms sales to Libya. 

EC foreign ministers are exp- 
ected to discuss next weekened 
what action, if any. to take about 
Libya. 


Qadhafi "opposed attack' 


In Vienna On Tuesday, a Lib- 
yan delegation handed an official 
note to Austrian Foreign Minister 
Leopold Gratz condemning the 
raid there. Col. Qadhafi also gave 
an interview to an Austrian new- 
spaper saying he opposed the att- 
ack. 

Washington accuses Libya of 
harbouring Abu Nidal. the radical 
Palestinian leader suspected of 
being behind the airport ope- 
rations. but Col.. Oadhafi said 
there was no evidence Abu Nidal 
was responsible. 

In the interview with the miss 
circulation daily Kurier. Col. 
Oadhafi said : “ My posi don on this 
issue is well known to the Pal- 
estinians. There must be no Pal- 
estinian actions in Vienna.” 

He added: “Austrian officials 
tnforned us (before the Dec. 27 
raid) that they had received thr- 
eats from Abu Nidal.” 

The plan was to forcibly free 
Palestinians jailed in Austria, he 
said. “When we learned about this 
wc called on Palestinian leaders: 
Please, don't do that*.” he told 
reporter Heinz Nussbaumer in 
Tripoli. . 

Col. Oadhafi said he had called 
on the m to neuotiate a release but 


not to resort to force. "We did not 
want such a thing to happen to a 
friendlynation." Col. Qadhafi was 
quoted as saying. 

He supported the cause of the 
Palestinians, but this did not mean 
he was informed about actions by 
individual Palestinian groups, he 
said. 

Col. Qadhafi said that Libya 
was committed to the norms of 
international law. 

“I am against terrorism — but 
the true terrorists are the Israelis.” 
the Libyan leader said. 

He said there was no proof that 
■Abu Nidal was responsible for the 
Rome and Vienna airport attacks. 


Minister Martin Bangeraann said 
West Germany would not change 
its mind on the sanctions. 


-Arab ties strengthened' 


Libyan Foreign Minister Ali 
TUreiki said U5. pressure on Tri- 
poli had led to improved ties bet- 
ween Libya and other Arab nat- 
ions. including neighbouring Tun- 
isia. the New York Times rep- 
orted. 

In an interview. Mr. Tureiki 
said US. economic sanctions and 
threats of military retaliation hud 
prompted Arab nations to forget 
about their differences. 


Bonn rejects sanctions 


West Germany has rejected a 
U.S. diplomat's appeal to join the 
economic sanctions against Libya, 
telling him that Bonn has taken 
other measures to combat ter- 
rorism and has been at it “for 
years.” 

After meetings with US. Dep- 
uty Secretary of State John C. 
Whitehead, Bonn officials said 
they stood firmly by their earlier 
decision not to join the U.S. boy- 
cott. 

They also said they had helped 
clear up some of the “mis- 
understandings” in the U.S. gov- 
ernment about the West German 
artitude toward terrorism. 

Wolfgang Schaeuble. Cha- 
ncellor Helmut Kohl's chief of 
staff told Mr. Whitehead about 
anti-terrorist measures that 
“Bonn already has been practicing 
for years.” a statement from the 
govern men t press office said Tue- 
sday evening. 

It did not name the measures. 

Earlier Tuesday. Economics 


“The crisis between Was- 
hington and Libya has given us a 
good opportunity for all Arab 
countries to strengthen relations." 
he was quoted as saying. 

Relations with Tunisia had been 
serverely strained since Libya 
expelled 40,000 Tunisian workers 
last September, but Mr. Tureiki 
said contacts with Tunis had raised 
the possibility of re-opening their 
border. 

He said Libya might consider 
readmitting so Tie expelled wor- 
kers if they arc needed. “Rel- 
ations will be restored. We have 
traditionally been neighbours and 
friends, and we will settle this pro- 
blem.” he said. 

The foreign minister said Arab 
countries were concerned by the 
US. decision to freeze Libyan 
assets. 

"This is the second tine you 
have frozen assets, first in Iran and 
now Libya.” he said. “We know 
from our con tacts that it Is naking 
our countries think about how 
they can protect their invest nents 
and interests." 


Soviet-Palestinian relations on the upbeat after Moscow talks 


(Continued from page 1) 
leadership expects a positive ans- 
wer. the sources said. 

Soviet leaders, particularly sir. 
Shevardnadze, stressed the neeJ 
to normalise relation between 
Syria and the PLO “which are fac- 
ing co nmon threats.” 

According to PLO officials, the 
Soviets consider the differences 
between Syria and the Pl.U lea- 
derships as “not idolottieal but 
rather personal and. therefore, 
should not lx; very difficult to res- 
olve” Hie PI .U* delegation, the 
officials said. sueuestcJ that the 
Jordaniah-Syrian joint co n- 
munique which was issued in Riy- 
adh last Nove mher be the basis for 
a tripartite Jordanian- 


Syrian-Palestinian relationship 
and cooperation. 

The Riyadh state nent rejected 
all unilateral and separate deals 
with Israel, ruled out direct neg- 
otiations with Israel and reiterated 
the Arab call for an international 
peace conference under the aus- 
pices of the United Nations and in 
which all five permanent nenbers 
of the U.N. Security Council sho- 
uld participate. The connunique 
iid not nention the participation 
of the PLO. 

Hie PLO told the Soviets that 
the co mmunique a*uld serve us a 
basis for a tripartite relationship if 
Jordan and Syria agreed to referto 
the PLO in it. 

Thus, the PLO leadership has 


itgreed and welcomed the Soviet 
suggestions to reunify its ranks 
and reconcile with Syria. 

This Palestinian stand was tra- 
nslated into resolutions last week 
in Baghdad where the PLO lea- 
dership net and deckled to halt 
verbal attacks against Syria in off- 
icial and press state nents. 

The PLO's decision was also the 
result of an agreement which was 
reached between Mr. Khalaf and 
the brother of the Syrian pre- 
sident. Rifaat Al Assad, in Paris 
last month. Both men met secretly . 
in Paris an Jagreed that Knh Syria : 
and the PLOshould stop their war 1 
of words against each other. Obs- 
ervers in Amman note that both 
Syrian Television and radio have 


reduced the ir critic is n of dr. Ara- 
rat. 

Hie state nent issued in Bag- 
hdad also said the PLO will sup- 
port any agree nent reached 
a none the rival factions in Leb- 
anon "provided it did not affect 
the status of the Palestinian ref- 
ugee ca nps in Lebanon.” It i np- 
lies that the Pl.O leadership will 
not stand against any Syrian- 
sponsored agree nentin l-ebanoh. 

In effect, the PLO leadership 
has actually declared a truce w ith 
Syria in Lebanon. 

" This decision has drawn the 
Pl.O leadership's position closer 
to the Da nascus-bascd Pal- 
estinian factions' stand on Syria's 
role in Ix-bimon. 


Denktash 
rejects 
superpower 
role in 
Cyprus 


Nit USIA ( R) - Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash. com- 
menting on Soviet proposals for u 
Cyprus settlement, said on Wed- 
nesday superpower involvement 
in the future of thc.island w ! as not 
in its interest. 

He told newsnen his adm- 
inistration in the north of this div- 
ided Mediterranean island would 
study the proposals, announced 
on Tuesday, which include an int- 
erna tional conference involving 
the U.N. Security Council and the 
withdrawn! of all foreign troops. 

In Ankara, a Foreign Ministry 
statement said only that the pro- 
posals were handed to acting 
Under-Secretary Ccnap Kokin 
by Soviet Ambassador Vladimir 
Lavrov, and that Turkey supports 
a peaceful settlement and the 
good offices of U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de C uellar. 

Diplo nuts said it was unlikely 
Turkey would welcome the Soviet 
nove. requiring the withdrawal of 
so ne I7.UOO troops seen in Ank- 
ara as protecting the ethnic Tur- 
kish minority. 

Ankara was not expected to 
back a change of direction at a 
time when Mr. Perez de Cucl lar is 
in the throes of a new attempt at :t 
solution, with separate low-level 
meetings planned with officials of 
both Greek and Turkish com- 
munities. 


Both Ankara and the Turkish 
Cypriots have said a continuing 
Turkish gua rantee — implying the 
presence of troops — is a pre- 
condition for a settlement. 

Turkey alone recognises the 
breakaway Turkish republic of 
northern C yprus declared by Mr. 
Denktash in 1VS3. Other states 
recognise the Greek C ryp riot-run 
Republic of Cyprus. 


Iraq reports foiling 
Iranian dawn attack 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) - Iraq 
said its troops threw back a dawn 
attack hy two Iranian battalions 
on Wednesday on the central sec- 
tor of the Gulf war front. 

A military spokesman said the 
Iranians, trying to advance on the 
sector, were repelled before they 
could reach forward Iraqi pos- 
itions. He gave no precise location 
for the attack. 

Over 30 Iranians were killed, 
dozens wounded and the others 
fled, the spokes nan said, adding 
the Iraqis had no casualties. 

A war co n nunique issued here- 
on Tuesday said Iraqi warplanes 
raided Iranian positions in^ the 
southern regions of the war front 
and Iran’s Kftare island oil rer- 
ninal in the Gulf waters. 

The communique said Iraqi jet 
fighters carried out 1 '0 bambini: 
missions against Iranian positions. 


weapons and equipment in the 
area of operations of the Third 
and Sixth Array Corps. 

Iraqi jet fighters, the com- 
fnunique added, also carried out a 
successful raid against Kharg Isl- 
and. Iran's main oil terminal in the 
northeastern sector of die Gulf 
waterway, to "shatter the artery 
feeding the enemy's aggression.” 

The Third and Sixth Iraqi Army 
Corps man the southern-desert 
and Huwaizeh marshland regions 
of the 1.1 813-kilometre lone front 
line with Iran. 

Iraqi warplanes which carried 
out the attacks returned safely 
after setting their targets ablaze, 
according to the communique. 

Iraq, in mid-August iyS5. sta- 
rted launching a series of almost 
daily air raids on Khars Island 
with the declared aim of throttling 
the oil-based Iranian econo nv. 


Kidnappers reject talks with 
Nazi-hunter on hostage jews 


BEIRUT (AP) - Kidnappers 
have refused to negotiate with 
renowned Nazi-hunter Beate Kla- 
rsfeld who is seeking to free Jew- 
ish hostages they hofd in Lebanon, 
the independent An Nahar daily 
reported on Wednesday. 

■ It said an anonymous caller tel- 
ephoned the newspaper's office in 
west Beirut Tuesday night cla- 
■iming to speak for the kidnappers, 
the Organisation of the Oppressed 
on Earth. 

He demanded that the fate of 
eight Lebanese kidnapped near 


the town of J izzine in South Leb- 
anon eight nonths ogo be det- 
ermined before any contact with 
Ms. Klarsfeld could be nude. An 
Nahar said. 

The daily quoted the caller as- 
saying he wanted to “inforn Vis. 
Klarsfeld — there will he no neg- 
otiations or dialogue with her unl- 
ess the fate is resolved of two nen 
and six wo men. including four 
teenagers, kidnapped Iron Kfar 
Houneh." 

rhe caller did not give the 
nu nes of the eight missing people. 


Ties with 
Paris depend 
on loan 
repayment, 
Iran says 


TEHRAN (R) — Normalisation 
of Iran's relations with France 
depends mainly on the repayment" 
to Tehran of a M billion loan and 
10 years of interest. Prime Min- 
ister Mir-Hussein vlousavisaid in 
jin interview on Wednesday. 

Mr. Mousavi told the new- 
spaper Islamic Republic that two 
visits by senior French teams to 
negotiate repayment of the loan, 
made in JV75 to the French ura- 
nium enrichment consortium 
Eurodif. had not had “positive 
conclusions" but that talks should 

be “seriously continued.” 

“.Some French try to play down 
the importance of the loan 1.. the 
crucial point in our relations with 
France is this si billion loan and 
its interest.” he said. 

“Until the question of this loan 
is solved there can he no hope for 
the expansion of relations het- 
ween the two countries.” he 
added. 

French and Iranian sources say 
Paris agrees to the principle of 
repay ing. the loan. 

Iranian officials previously have 
put the loan repayment issue on a 
par with Iran's nvo other con- 
ditions ior better relations with 
France. 

rhey are the expulsion of 
Puris-haseJ Iranian opposition 
guerrilla groups and the cessation 
of financial and military support 
for Iran's Gulf war enemy. Iraq. 


Sudan and Ethiopia to end war of accusations 


Mr. Denktash told newsmen in 
'Nicosia: “The beginning of the 
counter interest by the sup- 
erpowers in Cyprus cannot be to 
the advantage of Cyprus... 

"We do not doubt the Soviet or 
other countries' good will. But it is 
no (possible to believe that parties 
which accept the Greek Cypriot 
ad ninistrytkm as the government 
of Cyprus will act fairly in the 
noves they w ili make. 

"Every country which wants a 
Cyprus settle nent must accept 
that there Is no legitimate gov- 
ern nent on the island which rep- 
resents the whole of Cyprus.” 


KHAR TUU M ( K) - Sudan and 
Ethiopia have agreed to drop ver- 
bal attacks on each other in a drive 
for hotter relations. Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Ihrahin laha 
Ayoub sail. 

1 le told news nen Tuesday night 
that talks between the Sudanese 
and Ethiopian headsof state in the 
ReJ Sea port of Djihoutilastweek 
were "frank and fruitful.” but 
gave no hint that they took any 
practical steps beyond ending 
nurual accusations. 

The two countries are at odJs 
over the Sudanese hospitality to 
guerrilla nove nents fighting in 
northern Ethiopia and Ethiopian 
support for rhe rebel SuJan Peo- 
ple's - Liberation Arny (SPLA) in 
southern Sudan. 

Mr. Ayoub said Genera! Abdul 
Rah nan Swareddnhab, chair nan 
of Sudan's transitional nilitary 
otiuncil. and Ethiopian President 
vfengLstu Haile Meric n agreed on 
the definition of the prohlen and 
to hold further contacts for a 


long-ter n solution. 

He repeated assurances that 
Sudan was trying to curb the act- 
ivities of scicssionist guerrillas 
who Addis Ababa believe use 
SuJan as a conduit for arms an-.l 
annunition into the northern 
province of Eritrea. 

The minister also said Sudan 
was pleased the United States had 
stopped reducing iLs e nbassy staff 
and hoped Washington would 
counter mind a travel advisory 
issued last November warning 
U-S. citizens to avoid Khartou n. 

The State Department Issued 
the advisory on the grounds that 
"known terrorats” including Lib- 
yans were in rhe Sudanese capital, 
posing a threat to U-S. interests 
here. 

Mr. Ayoub said Sudan told U.S. 
Assistant .Secretary of State Che- 
ster Crocker earlier this nonth 
that Washington and Tripoli sho- 
uld settle their differenees hy neg- 
otiations. not by sanctions or blo- 
ckades. 


SuJan was caught in the niddlc 
in the stand-off he tween Libya 
and the United Suites, both of 
which provide- Khartoum with 
substantial economic assistance. 

The ninister described the fig- 
hting in South Yemen between 
rebels and supporters of Prc- 
rsUe-nt Ali Nasser vloha n nud as 
very unfortunate. Sudan had exc- 
ellent relations with Mr. Moh- 
n nmud personally, he added. 

Un multi-party elections sch- 
eduled for April, he said rebel act- 
ivity in the south would probably 
delay voting in 70 per cent of the 
sou diem constituencies. Defence 
Minister Osman Abdullah Moh- 
anmnd sakl on Tuesday only 30 
per cent of the southern seats 
would be unfilled through rebel 
action when a new constituent^ 
asse J VibIy neetson April 26. : 

The sources of the poll in the' 
south will directly affect the cre- 
dibility of the new assc nbly. pol- 
iticians sav. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY'S EVENTS 


EXHIBITION 


French exhibition entitled "Naissance 
de rberiture" at the French Cultural 
Centre (until Jan. 3U) 


VIDEO 


Vkleo an ~Lc musee imaginaire" at 
4:00 pin. Thursday at the French (. ut- 
turaJ Centre. 


collection of pannings by lVth Cemury- 
oricntaJist artists. Muntazah. Jabol 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 1 0.00 are. 

I JO pre. anu 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 pre. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 630128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (MIStary Musetank 
Collection of mi Diary memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours M 
are.-S pre. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 In 
150 years old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: V.00 a.m. - 5.00 pre. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 637169. 


FEATURE FILM 


SERVILE CLUBS 


"Sound of MuskT al 5 OO pre. Thu- 
rsday at the French Cultural Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre 
American Centre 


TeL 


American Centre Library ... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cnhntal Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre ...» 
Turkish Cultural Centre — 

Haya Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth City 

Y.W.CA 

Y.\V„\LA 


Amman Munkipal Library .. 
University of Jordan Library 
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lions Amman Cldb. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday af the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1.30 pre. 

Hons Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Motel. 7:30 pre. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 JO pre. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the In reronumental Hotel.’ 2.00 pre. 
Royal Automobile Oob. Jabol Amman. 
Eighth CJrde. Tel. 815261. 815410 


CHURCHES 


VTUSLUVtS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1 00 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash 1 4th to 18 th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 are. - 5 
pre. Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museom: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan, Jabal Al Oaf a 1 Citadel m\ 
Opening hours: 9.00 are. - 5.00 pre. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 are. 
4.00 pre.). Ckned Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: C tin tains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. leL 6245MJ. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 637440. 
De la Salle Gbordt (Roman Gatbolir) 
J abal H ussein. 661757. 

'Urndi of the Animnrintion (Greek 
Orthodox) Ahdafi. 623541. 

Anglcan Church (Church of the Red- 
eener) Jabal Amman. 678V06. 
Armenian Qntnfc Orardi Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Anneoiau Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
775261. 


PRAYER TIMES 


lptures by contemporary Islamic amsts 
rrormtustof the Mus&mcountrics and a 


65:1-3 — - Fajr 

i.'uriui.vj (lit/fir 

11:47 Dhuhr 

1440 Asr 

I7ri)l Maghreb 

18:23 ‘Lsfaa 


IO.-05 

Ud» 

11:05 ..... 

12:00 

12.-05 ..... 

1300 

LlriB 

14d» 

14:10 

14 JO 

15ri» 

16ri» 

16.-05 ..... 

16J0 

17:00 

18ri» 

IMS 
1 JMJ0 
I9J0 
2000 .... 

20 J0 

21:00 .... 
21. -05 ..... 


i rains : 

News Summary 

... Listeoen.- Choice 

News Summary 

Listeners’ Choice 

...... News Summary 

...... Fop Session 

... .... News Bulletin 

....... Jordan Weekiv 

— . — . — Music 

...... Concert Hour 

News Summary 


21:55 .... 

22:00 

22 JO ..... 
23:00 .... 
23 H* 

23 tSJ 

24:00 


News Summary 

The !5th Century A.H. 

Over a Cup of Tea 

News Summary 

J :az Hour 

New*. Head lines 

Lk*seUi»n 


BBC WORLD SERVIL fc 

720 <11: 


... — Instnimentas 

Old Favourites 
............. Country Musk 

.... News Summary 

Top TWenty 

Newsdesk 

Date with a Star 

Animal Vegetable Mineral 

Talking Points 

News Summary 

The Blues 


(HkOQ Newsdesk O&30 Country Style 
0645 Financial News 06 J5 Reflection^ 
07:00 World News 07:09 24 Hours: 
News Summary 07 JO A Future for the 
Industrial Past" 07-.4S The World Today 
08:00 Newsdesk 08J0 Meridian 09:00 
World News OWN 24 Hours: News 
Summary 09J0 Juke Bint Duty 0SW S 
Merchant Navy Pro g ramme lOriJO 
World News 1*09 Reflections 10:15 
The Sounds of Strings 10J0 Music Now 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


21:15 Abu Dhabi. Duhtij (RJ) 

21 JO . Kuala Lumpur. .Singapore (RJ/ 

OOrilS "Cairo (MS) 

02:15 London (BA ) 

VIARITI VIE TRAFFIC 


I'hii in ft ‘rrutmvt /> \n/i/tfiol bv Alin uif- 
t-nnUHHi .Irjhiii iu-m ,n the unit Aim 
liitfmuwnui! Anjfm ft - /. iiHit .'2t‘il- . 
u/ii’n 1 il Mu ‘til. I iiln.tr \ hr vrnfir.l. 


Kfuttliir-htw sliift\ -/im Aide m At/uln 
port: 


ARRIVALS 


09 J5 Kuwait (RJ) 

09rf0 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

09:45 Ahu IThabi (RJ) 

<*h*5 Aqaba (RJ) 

09*15 Cairo (RJ) 

09*45 Jeddah (RJ) 

lOrilO Doha. Bahrain (RJ ) 

I0-A5 Dhahnin. Riyadh (SV) 

10*15 .... Dhuhran. Kuwait (RJ) 

1-V45 Kuwait (KU) 

I4J0 — Istanbul. Ankara ( IX! 

■4J5 MusoiLDubuL Bahrain. Lamaeu 
(GFj 

16:15 Rio de Janeiro. Lisbon { IA ) 

I7J0 Baghdad (L\) 

I7J0 Cairo (RJ) 

17 JO London. Belgrade (RJ) 

17-55 Athens (RJ ) 

1850 Amsterdam. Istanbul (KCM) 

21:15 Zurich. Lamueu (SR) 

23J0 Cairo ( MS) 

OOJ5 Baghdad (RJ) 

00J5 London. Baghdad (BA) 


— Mckhanik Gerasimov 

— Najla 

— Merzariu Arahur 

— Lanka Srimaihi 

— Jin sen Manr 


Amin Knwar and Sons t ompanv. Tel: 
622324-6 al your service. 


WEATHER 

liiilliiiii uippHr.l hr the th -jhinncni «•/ 
t/«7*Tiif'/neV'. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EHERGENUES 


NIGHT DUTY 


Amman gpvemo rate — SVI22S 

Amman ch-il defence IV8. 1W 

Chit Defence 1 rbkl .. 27 ] 2*3. 273 1 3 1 
Civil Defence Ouweismeh . — 77Q733 

Ambulance — ..... 193. 775111 

.Ammon downtown fire brigade ... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood bank ...... ... 77S303 

Civil Defence rescue — . 661111 

Fire head quarters 622090-3 

Police rescue ... 192. 621 III. 637777 

Police headquarters .. — 63^141 

Traffic police flytJVBl 

Electric Power Co. 6363814.624881 
Municipal water complaints 7711258 
CJueen Aha InL Airport f(W)?333U6n 


The sky will he partly cloudy during 
the day. In the gulf of Aqaba, the w ind 
will be northerly moderate ;ind calm 
sea. 


Amman 

Aquha 

Deserts 

Jordan Valiev 


4.12 

VIS 

213 

S 17 


DEPARTURES 


Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 13. Aqjhj )*. Deserts 6. Jor- 
dan Valley 17 Humility readings; 
Amman 82 percent. Aqaba 35 percent. 


06 JO ........ Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

06:45 Damascus. Athens (UA) 

Aqafw <K J) 

08K10 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

08:00 — Beirut (MEA) 

UriW .'Vienna. New Yurie (Rjj 

11 JO Athens (RJ) 

12ri)0 — Pans. London (RJ ) 

12:15 — Brussels. Frankfurt (RJ j 

12:15 — Riyadh. Dhuhran (SV) 

12 JO .". Cairo (RJ ) 

15:00 Kuwait (KU) 

15 JO Ankara. Istanbul (IX) 

I5s4S Bahrain (CiF) 

17±30 Baghdad ( LA ) 

I8J0 Baghdad (IA) 

19-JO Kuwait (RJ ) 

20:00 Damascus (RJ) 

20:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

20:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

2ft45 Cairo (RJ) 


MONEY EXLHANC 
Wednesduy 

l.lHtl/ U'U ./tftV t fit. 1 < 


Bahraini diiur 

.... 972 
. 1 32.8 


... 20*.'' 



Iraqi dinar 

Japanese yen (for ICW) 

...34(1 
18 1.7. 
,. 1271. 


17- 


. HKXJ 




.... 101. 

Swedisti’cnnvn 

..48.1. 

Swiss frane 

17b.2- 

n. 

UAL dirham 

LUC sterling pound 

w- 

5 18-5- 
.3673. 

W. German mark 

146.5 


;e 

rates 
m lit* 
•i7S 
133.** 
214 
4'M 
'34S 
183.2 
I27S 
211 
IU68 
102 
103 

48»s 

177.h 

25 

101 

522.6 

370.6 

150.7 


11:00 World News 11:89 British Press 
Review 11:15 The Work! Today II JO 
Financial News 11:40 Look Ahead 
11^5 Poets on Music 12,-flO News SLm - 
mury; Sing Gospel 12:15 Merchant 
Navy Programme I2J0 Business Mat- 
ters 13:00 World News 13.-09 News 
about Britain L3:15 In the Meantime 
1 3 JO A Letter from Northern Ireland 
13 J5 A Ixttcr frere' Northern Ireland 
13J0 Meridian J4KW Radki Newsreel 
14:15 Jazs for the Asking 14:45 Sports 
Round-up 15:00 Work! News 15:09 24 
Hours: NewsSuraraary 15J0 John Peel 
IfiriW Outiook: News Summary 1&45 
Letterbox 17:00 Radio Newsreel 17:15 
Les Miserable* 1800 World News 18:09 
Commentary 18:15 Science in Action 
18:45 TTie World Today i9rOH Worid 
Ncwsl9ri)9A Letter from Northern Ire- 
land 19:15 Sarah and Company 19:45 
Sports Round-up 20dW Newsdesk 2(h30 
Jerome Kem, American Genius 21:00 .. 


Cutlook. News Surranaty 21:43 Stock 
Market Report 21sl5 About Britain 
22d» Worid News 22.-09 24 Hours: 
News Summary Z2J0 Sdencc in Action 
23tiW News Summary; Network U.K. 
23:15 Muse Now 23:45 Foreign Affairs 
24:00 World News (JOHN The World 
Today 00:25 A Letter from Northern 
Ireland 0Ck30 Financial Nrws0te40 Ref- 
lections OOslS Sports Round-up 01:00 
World News; Commentary 01:15 From 
the Weeklies 01-JO Hccthiwcn and the 
Violin 


QUEEN ALIA 
INT’L AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 


O 9 J 0 - Cairo (MS) 

09:35 Kuwaur (RJ) 

09J5 Dubai, Ahu-Dhabi (RJ) 


Hospitals 


Hussein Medical C entre .. 81 38 1 3 32 
Khubdi Maternity. J. Amn . t*442SI 6 
Ah. itch Maternity. J. Amman 

64244 1 2 

Jiil>al Amman Maiemity 6423o2 

M.tlhas, J. .Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcivini 664 C? I 4 

ShmcLsani Hospital 669131 

Univertity Hu-frital — S45S45 05 

A(-Muasher Hospital 667227 9 

Hie Iskmic. Aklalr ' 660127 37 

Al-Ahfi. Abdali 664 1M 6 

(Lilian. Al-Muhajrcen 7771(11 3 

A 1-Ba <h ir. J. Ashrafieh .... 7751 II 26 

Anny. Mnriui S'Mnll 15 

CKiccn Afia tkispiLii 60224H 5*< 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Nubih Herumwi 62M13 

Dr. Atef Dahlws .. 668236 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Al Salum pharmacy 636730 

Al Ekhias pharmacy 661898 

University pharmacy 644554 

Shah. nil pharmacy 621699 

Ghassan pharmacy 774497 

TAXLS: 

A I Harnr.i taxi 64 IS33 

Al Ahli taxi 621127 

Bussaro taxi 81 1857 

Turcq taxi 623024 

Khaljoun taxi 664888 

Rania l.ixi 62509.** 

IK BID: 

Dr. Aw.id hwnleh 2 72.it M 

Khacir pharmacy 24308? 

Jeruslilan phanilacy 243443 

ZAKCfA: 

Dr. Farah /Vqr.ibw I — ) 

Jcmsjkm phamary H426U7 

<;l\kral 


Ionian IVIesisKm 

Radio Jonlan 7 

MinKuy of rourixn 

Hotel complaints 

Price complaints 

Telephone infonnjoon 

Jordan and Middle Last calls 

tAcosars isilfs 

Repair senne 


77 • 1 1 1 19 
774 1 1 1. 1“ 
.. 642MI 
. . 666412 
.. 661176 

J2 

M* 
17 

n 


MARKET PRIc.eS 


(Fixed prices for imported produce} 


f.'ppt • An n pritr in H'i pn is. 

Apple 260 ■ ZOO 

Apple- [green; 5ffll 450 

Ucct UK). 5»» 

t.armi [yellow ) 1 2U • 80 

UwsttUl 7W 600 

Coconut feneh) 5T8» • 450 


Dates leanun) I2UU 1 1110 

D.m-s (per kilo) .... 600 $ijtj 

<3artie (withc>ut leaves) 500 450 

Union (diy) ....180, 14U 

Potatoes 1 411 

Sage (green) toil 22»» 

Tumqjs ..._ ......> |0u 60 


09M5 Jeddah (RJ | 

09:45 Cairo (RJ) 

09*^5 Aqaba (RJ) 

JfeOO — - Damascus (RJ) 

12:05 Aim Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

1*45 Kuwait (KU) 

iStlO JftUdhfSVj 

16^0 Lanvtca iRJ) 

17:15 . — Baghdad (IA) 

17:30 ... Cairo (RJ) 

ITJO New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17:50 London. Pans (RJ j 

18:6? ... Athens. Damascus (OA) 

l8dB Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:10 — Istanbul (RJ) 

3H55 Frankfurt. Damascus f LH j 

9025 Baghdad (RJ j 

9 1 '*® Belgrade. Istanbul (JU) 


07J0 

10:15 

11:00 

Il’JO 


DLPARTURbS 


V>J0 ._ Istanbul. AmMcnJara (KJA1) 


12:15 

12s45 

12J0 

13^0 

13-J0 

LVJ0 

ISM 

I6ptt 

I8J0 

19-JO 

19-JO 

19:40 

19»t5 

20:15 
20 JO 
20:45 
21:15 
03 06 


- Aqaba (Rj) 

Cairo (MS) 

. — AmsteitJam. New York (RJ j 
Vienna. Chicago. Los A nee les 

(RJl 

Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 

— Istanbul (RJ) 

Liraaca. Zurich tSR j 

Lamao (RJJ 

Doha. Muscat (GF) 

- Cairo (RJj 

Kuwait (KU) 

Jeddah |SV| 

Baghdad (IA) 

Riyadh (RJ.) 

Kuwait (RJ ) 

Dhahran (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ ) 

— Baghdad (RJ) 

Dubai. Karachi (RJ 1 

Cairo (RJ) 

- Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

............. Istanbul. Belgrade (Rj» 


r 
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Prince. Su’d lbn Zaid 
^harnable.bazaar at the 
' ’'pi^hised.'the^ event in cooperation 
Society; Die. three -day bazaar inc- 
^thehfitid. ‘ The 'College’?* principal 
he oc dined th^mportance of supporting 
~ ^ 'hp/Sod^-.two xhuiarships which 
's^Wifld^udeots. On i behalf of the 
Pnnce'Ra’d'fbr hE. continued support. 
«t3ed fhe.cbllece's -shield. ' ■ ■ ■ ' 


feb, 1. ThisfHght was suspended due to 
ninwdy at Aqaba Airport. 
- Kjmo rthas r>een £oattr*tft rough a major repair job on its 

Of the -airport daily 
71o t0 a.Ti.4oca] tine. ’ 

rail link. 

‘ .X^vf ^N OKr .y I hah id to! ink the north and southof Jordan, a 
^raflw^^j^,to te<arfiedout bythe Ministry of Transport, will 
-• ^•js|mch ed; soop ni^anjestimated cost of JO iM) million, acc- 
/-ordSigJo sohrass; at die •xqnjsny. The sources, quoted by the 
^ 7Vta>«rH^Sy newspaperAl Ra’i. said that the project will link 
--AqabaiWith^the northern point where the Syrian. Iraqi «nrf Jor- 
daniaa "borders meet. The sources added that the wide -gauge 
is expected to transport between 6 and i3 million tonnes 
: of gbods annual ly which, they said, will benefit Jordan's economy. 

Arab ^Vings chief meets Omani officials 

• MUSCAT (Petra) — Arab Wings Director General Sharif Ghazi 

- Rakan> who is currentlyon a visit to Oman. Wednesday met with 
;fhe 'imder-secretary of the Omani Ministry of Communications 

' and senior bfficia Is fro m_The muustry and the Omani aviation 
setvfces co mpony. During; the meeting., the two sides discussed 
'eo ^erat pn between. A cab W jpgs and thcOmani company. Sha- 
rif Ghazraisq proposed that Arab W ings place one of its aircraft in 
G T^ tqSerVe senior O^mofficiaLs anJ businessmen. In a press 
statement following (he Meeting Sharif Ghazi said Oman is the 
’ ppty Gulfstate which holds Shares in the Arab Wings pointing: out 
that contacts are underway with a nu Tiber of other Ciulf states to 
' "hoi d sh a res i n -This co' npuny."' 

’ ‘ ’ • . - - ■ .. _ . • • ’ . • 

' Pupil, wins prize ia international contest 

• A 4 MA V (J, T.) • r~ Taghreed Mofca nmad Hishan. a Jordanian 
kinitmurterf smJenthas won an award from the New Delhi- 
base d Shankersln te raationaJ Institution for arts and Jitera hire for 
her participation iQ thefoundatkin’s annual contest, Miss His- 
.hatfs/paintine ectitled '".Winter” won her a silver medal along 
with, a book; .4 er-kradergarten school, which is run by the Dep- 
arimentof Social. Development in Sail. was also awarded a silver 

• medal for their encouragement of art. Die institution conducts 
■yeitty attend Irteratnre contests and invitations are extended to 
all children of the -world who are under l 6 years of age. 

’ .A • . '. ■ 

Tott^na Madaba sites 

■ _ MA DA.8A (Petra^ Tourism Authority Director General Nasri 
AtaUah Wednesday nade an- inspection tour of archaeological 
, jr. ti^iruieeds by officiate- .The - 

- r^qir^qeht^tfe^ fin; m theauthorityTs five 

;. year was afccp mponiedbttthe tour by a 

du mber of e mont^anispec^ tourist and archaeological. 

1 affairs. 7 - . •V , :r;'T\ 



URuUHART ARRIVtS: U.N. Assistant dan's Ambassador to U.N. Abdullah Saleh (right) 
•Secretary General Brian Urquharl (centre), who and Foreign .Ministry Secretary-General Tayseer 
arrived on Wednesday for talks with senior officials Touqan ( Petra photo) 
on the Mid east and other issues, is received by Jor- 


Mayors express reservations 
over Greater Amman council 


By Sa’ad U. tiattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

A vl WAN — The majority of municipal councils in 
the outskirts of Amman still oppose a draft project to 
merge their legislative bodies into one collective 
••Greater Amman” council whereas others made 
their endorsement of the merger conditional, acc- 
ording to mayors interviewed by the Jordan times 
over the past week. 


Fri -t damages 
crop- in 
Baiqa region 

A vlvlAN (J.T.) — The sharp and 
sudden drop in temperature and 
the frost which hit Baiqa Gov- 
emonite ewer the past week have 
caused damage to a number of 
crops, particularly cucumbers and 
tomatoes, according to a report 
submitted to the Ministry' of Agr- 
iculture by the Baiqa Department 
of Agriculture. 

In the report, die department 
said that it had distributed more 
than 18.000 fruit tree saplings to 
farmers in Baiqa Govcmoratc to 
be planted during the current agr- 
icultural season. According to thc 
report. there has been an increase 
in poultry production and a not- 
iceable drop in the Jcnand for 
poultry meat in the govcmoratc 
overthe past month causing prices 
to fall to 4a0 61s a kilo. 

Meanwhile, a report sub nitted 
to the Ministry of Agriculture on 
the effect of scraping price con- 
trols on the sale of agricultural 
products in Jordan said that since 
the neasure went into effect six 
weeks ago. vegetable and fruit pri- 
ces have been unstable. But in 
general, the quantities of veg- 
etables and fruit arriving at the 
central market place in Amman 
increased and more crops were 
exported during this period, the 
report said. 

The report said wholesale prices 
of -moSt comrabditiei retreated by 
three to 'per 'Cent in view of the 
over supply of certain crops, which 
mostly came from the Jordan Val- 
ley. 


Councils to discuss local 
government, public services 


AMMAN (Petra) - A general 
conference for heads of municipal 
councils in Jordan will hrjidd in 
Aqnba between March o’and IV 
to discuss matters of concern to 
municipalities and village councils 
in Jordan . according to a cabinet 
decision announced” Wednesday. 

Die announcement said that 
some 2>7 heads of municipal and 
village councils in Jordan, along 
with representatives from the 
Arab L ities Organisation and a 
large number of people interested 
in municipal affairs and the dev- 
elop men t of local govern me n t. arc 
expected to take part in the five- 
day conference. 

Several working papers are on 
the conference's agenda and these 
papers are designed to find sol- 
utions to proble ns faced by nun- 
icipul and village councils. The 
papers will tackle financial, legal 
and udninistrative aspects of 


municipal functions, the ann- 
ounce<nent said. 

Following the conference . there 
will he a general nee ting for the 
participants to exchange views 
and expertise on various topics 
pertaining to public services in 
their region. 

Rehabilitation centre 

During its weekly session, the 
cabinet also decided to allow the 
General Union of Voluntary Soc- 
ieties (GUVS) in Jordan to' nake 
use of a piece of statc-ow ned land 
at Jweideh to build a centre for the 
rehabilitation of severely han- 
Ji capped old people. GvJVS will 
supervise the building of the cen- 
tre on a live-dunum plot and will 
also finance its operations, acc- 
ording to the announce nent. The 
projected centre will be the first of 
its kind in jor Jan. 


Marketing Jordan as a venue 
for regional conferences 


Local film company launches drive to 
promote Arab, Islamic culture 


- . By- Leila Deeb • 

• sjieuur* - ,. i ; . .• . • 

: A M_ MAN c —■ :A- Jordanian ■ com- 
| pany plans to make a doc- 
umeptaiy on .the Tofce of Islam to ■ 
be Sra^innine counbiJtsfOTdis-. 
tribotion in Europe, the Middle 
East and America. ' 

The company , ajmb i g to -dev- 
elop Arab art and cul ture through 

• television", radio laid the one ma". 

• rrcerrtly.Taancbed a 20-bdur ser- 

: rabsed Arab variety show- costing 
: about; >.335,000: : . ; 
Prod actio n Man ne r Za id Fash 
told Reiitfers;: the show,-, being 
showu on Jordan , Television, had 
already been sold to six : Ari>b sia- 
tioasinotbercountries;. • -. 

• Die -Jordan. Ckinqiahy fbr Tel 1 - 
e vision , RMk> an d_ £ine nra -Pro- 
duction was set .up.jp" 1983 with ; 
capital equivalent' .to about- S2V - 
miUion - and with. SI per cent- Jor- 

: danian f government ‘^ownership, : 
D irecto r- Gene ral -Muziir Duhra 
■ saif- . "The - irompaiiy" must be 
JprdM’^ambassador to the world, , 
a messenger to^expatmtes, car- 
ry ing totbe in J o rd anlan and Arab 
culture, developing and enriching - 
an ,and reflecnng, Arab civ- 
ilisation,” he sakl, _ 

• .Mr . JFariz . said i tj, plans ind ud e 


dramatiC.'ccfnoedyand educational 
-programmes; Drama productions, 
in classical Arabic and local dia- 
lects, wilibe collective efforts with 
countries such as Egypt and Iraq. 
..He- said the most important 
. work would be a documentary on 
the historical and global role of 
Isla m, the’ first part of which would 
be shot m Algeria, Morocco and 
Oman. Other locations for the 
dooimeutary — in- Arabic, Eng- 
lish and 'French — are Egypt. 
India. Iraq, Spain, Syria and Tur- 
key. 

" Mr.Fariz said the film, made for 
distribution in Europe, the Middle 
East and the United States, would 
be directed by Adnan AJ-Ramahi 
of Jordan.' 

He said another project was a 
jomt venture with Zenith films of 
West Germany to produce in 
German and English a six -hour 
-dramatised version, of mystery 
stories of bedouin origin. 

JEtfocatioiia) programme 

Vlr. Fariz said the company 
also' planned to co- produce 
with New York’s C'hfldren’s Tel- 
evision Workshop — makers of 
Sesame Street — a programme 
called • Al- Manahel” (the sou- 


- The biggest educational pro- 
gramme produced in any Arab 
country, it will be shown next year 
at a total cost of S53 million, inc- 
luding S3o million from US. .aid' 
to Jordan and Si_3 million from 
the Jordanian government. Mr. 
Fhriz added. 

The company, which claims to 
have the largest studios in Africa 
and the Middle East, last month 
ooved into new premises built 
and equipped by contracted firms 
from Austria and Britain. 

The variety show launched on 
television this month was called 
’■Hussein Fahmfs Salon." fea- 
turing Egyptian screen idol Fahmi 
with works of noted Arab stars. 

The first show included Egy- 
ptian stage and cinema star Ami- 
nab Rizk recreating several of the 
roles she performed with the late 
Yousef Wahbah and others from 
the heyday of the Egyptian ■ the- 
atre. 

Apart from Jordan the show, 
which is the first such production 
to be serialised in the Arab 
World, has already been aired on 
television in Abu Dhabi, in the 
United Arab Emirates, Iraq. 
Kuwait, North Yemen. Oman and 
Qatar. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

A MMAN — A local travel agent 
has found a new way to sell Jordan 
to international foreign firms anJ 
corpo rations by encouraging the m 
to hold their regional conferences 
and annual meetings in the Kin- 
gdom. His efforts seem to be pay- 
ing ofl 

Mr. Munir Nassar. director of 
International Traders, has arr- 
anged to make Aqaba the venue 
for holding a regional conference 
for Carrier, a U5. manufacturer 
of airconditioning equipment. 
Their conference, which started 
on Tuesday, will run through Sat- 
urday. The agency also arranged 
the venue for the American Exp- 
ress company regional conference 
which opens in Amman on Feb. i . 

Mr. Nassar told the Jordan 
Times that Carrier had the choice 
of holding their conference in 
Dubai or Bahrain, their head off- 
ice before choosing Aqaba "bec- 
ause we gpt them better rates." 
Besides good rates. Mr. Nassar 
said, facilities needed for holding 
such a conference were available 
at the Holiday Inn where they are 
currently meeting. He also said 
that there are other reasons for 
choosing Aqaba: "The reason 
why such companies hold their 
conferences abroad is because 
these meetings represent fringe 
benefits for the company’s exe- 
cutives. The entertainment side is 
very important." he pointed out. 

Mr. Nassar said that Jordan off- 
ers a variety of good restaurants 
and good hotels while Aqaba 
makes a tremendous venue for 


conferences in particular. "To be 
able to co ne fro m a sub-zero te m- 
perature (in Europe) to Aqaba 
which has a beautiful weather at 
this ti ne of the year, is a bonus in 
itself." Mr. Nassar said, adding 
that visiting Petra is one of the 
nore obvious incentives. 

He said that his company is in 
; th? process of publLSjiihg a guide 
on Jordan's conference facilities 
and its potential as a neeting place 
for foreign fir tis and corporations. 
He said the guide would be cir- 
culated to travel agents all over 
the world. The guide, financed hy 
his co mpany. w fl I he available wit- 
hin one month. 

Mr. Nassar explained that "the 
mechanics for running con- 
ferences are different from acc- 
o it nodating tourists because bus- 
iness visitors, who usually stay in 
single hotel rooms or suites, 
spend more moaey than tourists." 

According to Mr. Nassar. bus- 
iness from the US. has been on 
the decline while from Europe, it 
is going up all the time. He att- 
ributed that to the U.S. ign- 
orance of the geopolitical sit- 
uation in the area. He also pointed 
out that UJS. visitors spend an 
average of 1 5 nights in the cou- 
ntry while Europeans spend an 
average of 7 nights per visit. 

As for Jordan’s capacity to att- 
ract conferences. Mr. Nassar said 
"we can easily handle 2.000 to 
2_?00 conferees at the same ti ne 
in Amman." He said that Aqaba 
had a more limited capacity for 
large conferences. "There is som- 
ething else going for us in Jordan, 
which is that Jordanians are gen- 
uinely friendly." Mr. Nassar said. 


The mayors of Juheiha. Qwe- 
isneh. Abu AJanda. Wadi Seer. 
Tarek and Khreibel Alsook Mi- 
lage councils expressed res- 
ervations over the merger of all 
the local nunicrpal councils, inc- 
luding A mman Municipality, into 
one body. They contended that 
suchu procedure would negatively 
affect public services and would 
create centralisation thereby 
complicating legal procedures for 
the public. 

A petition has been sent to the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ ment req- 

Arbor Day 

celebrations 

continue 

AMMAN (Petra) — An artificial 
flower festival will open at the 
Housing Bank Centre in Amman 
on Saturday in the course of the 
country's Arbor Day celebrations. 
The festival, to be opened under 
the patronage of Princess Wijdun 
Ali. will include a display of ind- 
oor and outdoor plants and flo- 
wers. a painting exhibition by sch- 
ool children and artificial flowers. 
Gifts and awards \vD I be presented 
to participating children. 

The Public Security Dep- 
artment (PSD) Wednesday cel- 
ebrated Arbor Day with a tree- 
planting celebration held at 
Tareq. near Amman. During the 
celebration, held under the pat- 
ronage of Acting PSD Director 
Major General Sami A1 Saket. 

1 ,0U0 forest and fruit tree saplings 
were planted by participating PSD 
personnel. The celebration was 
held at the grounds of the police 
academy and attended by the PSD 
assistant director for adm- 
inistration. 

To mark the Federal Republic 
of Gerqiany> participation in the 
Kingdom's Arbor Day cel- 
ebrations. West German Ambr 
a^sadprto Jordan Herwjg Bartels 
will participate in the Ministry of 
Agriculture's tree planting act- 
ivities on Sunday. Dr. Bartels will 


uesting negotiations over the 
move but as yet the mayors have 
not received a reply. Qweismeh 
Mayor Anwar A! Hadid said 
Wednesday. Mr. Hadid said that 
he and his colleagues were against 
being incorporated with Amman 
Municipality but added that they 
still favour full scale cooperation 
and coordination with the mun- 
icipality. 

The mermr. vlr. Hadid said, 
would create a centralised aut- 
hority and affect the democracy 
on which municipal councils are 
elected. The draft project, if app- 
roved. would tum the municipal 
councils into bureaucratic devices 
and legislative power would move 
to the hands of the municipality, 
he continued. 

vlr. Hadid added that the mer- 
ger would "tone down” the co 11- 
petitive spirit amongst municipal 
councils to promote their areas 
and it would also create "a ja n" in 
delivering services to citizens. 

Mayor' of Juheiha Ah nad A I 
Lawzi argued that the nerger 
would negatively affect public ser- 
vices in his municipality. The mer- 
ger would also complicate fee- 
collecting methods and individual 
municipality's revenues would he 


be negated as the projected cou- 
ncil would assume power to deal 
with The current responsibilities of 
municipal councils and thereby 
kill the spirit of competition amo- 
ngst small municipalities, vlr. 
Lawzi said. The projected council 
would handle all planning sch- 
emes, undertake construction pro- 
jects and would incorporate ali 
public services into one section . he 
continued. 

Um <Ju.se ir Mayor Abdul Kar- 
eem Drou" favoured another alt- 
ernative which states that every 
nunicipality should be a separate 
legislative body affiliated to 
A mman Municipality. This would' 
replace the current municipal 
councils, he said. vlr. Qrou'.how'- 
evef. said that every legislative 
department should have ~i is own 
allocations, revenues and exp- 
enditure. Ihey should also have a 
free hand in issuing official lic- 
ences and other related Joc- 
u ments. he added. 

Moreover, bids for tenders rel- 
ated to municipalities should also 
he forwarded from the legislative 
body in question with the end- 
orse ment of A n nun Municipality 
if deemed necessary. Mr. Drou’ 
said. He went on to say that it was 
"acceptable" to turn mun- 
icipalities into independent dep- 
artments affiliated to Amman 
Municipality, hut at the same time 
it Ls not feasible to "caned" a 
nu mberof municipalities to form a 
collective council. "The formation 
of such a council w ill by no means 
serve the public interest." Mr. 
Drou’ said. 

Die project, as outlined by the 
vlinistry of Municipal Affairs, 
provides for the for nation of new 
municipal councils with the head 


mixed up and affect the work of of each council rep resen tins his 


municipalities. 

Decentralisation policies would 


municipality in the "Greater 
A mman Council 


Company signs land purchase 
agreement for first foundry 


A MMAN (Petra) — A local com- 
pany. the Arab Engineering Ind- 
ustries Conpany. will buy 130 
dunums of land owned by the Jor- 
danian Industrial Estates Cor- 
poration (JIEC) to build a fou- 
ndry. accord Big to an agreement 
signed in Amman on Wednesday. 


for general industry, agriculture, 
construction and for the inf- 
rastructure of engineering ind- 
ustries in the country. 

The project is expected to cre- 
ate 300 new jobs ana wfll cost nea- 
rly J D 20 million to carry out, acc- 


The projected foundry, the first ording to an JIEC statement- 


in the Kingdom, is designed to ini- 
tiate an engineering industry in 
the oountiy and plaps .to. use the 
most up to date' techniques to 
manufacture products essential 


The agreement was signed for 
the JIEC by its Director General 
Fayez Suheimat and by Dr. Bas- 
sam Al Saket: chairman of the 
board of directors of the company. 


Ministry organises Islamic festival 

AMMAN(J.T.) —The Ministry of A wqaf and Islamic Affairs will 
launch a six-month Islamic cultural programme throughout Jor- 
dan as of April J . in order to increase Is! a mic cultural awareness 
a mong people. Participants m the six- month festival on Lsla n will 
belsfa mic thinkers and scientists fro n Jordan and other Arab and 
Islamic countries. 


join staff from the Department of 
Forestry and Soil Conservation 
and members of the Jordanian- 
German forestry project and 
tree-planting crews in aff- 
orestation works at the A. mman 
agricultural directorate near 
Yajuz. 

The West German ambassador, 
together with the department's 
director Ghaleb Abu Orabi. will 
also plant trees at the dep- 
artment's headquarters in Kam- 
alya. near SweQeh. 

According to a press release iss- 
ued by the West German Embassy’ 
in Amman, the federal gov- 
ernment has cooperated with the 
Department of Forestry and Soil 
Conservation in developing Jor- 
dan's forestry since 1974. The 
federal government's cooperation 
has been through consulting with 
and assisting the department in all 
matters of forestry. 

The press release said that joint 
German-Jo rdanian forestry act- : 
ivities over the past 12 years inc- 
luded mechanisation of forest 
works, the establishment of a for- 1 
est training centre, the int- i 
reduction of a wireless com- 
munication system as well as imp- 
rovements in forest fire pre- 
vention and forest fire-fighting 
measures. 

This joint cooperation will con- 
tinue until 1988 as part of a new- 
project aimed at further imp- 
rove ments in afforestation and 
forest-fire prevention, the release 
added. 


Saqqaf chairs industry talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — A number of 
procedures and issues of concern 
to the industrial sector in Jordan 
were discussed during a meeting 
held Wednesday at die Amman 
Chamber of Industry under the 
chairmanship of Ministry of Ind- 
ustry and Trade Under-Secretary 
Mohammad A! Saqqaf. Attending 
the meeting were the chairman 
and members of the chamber's 
board of directors and ministry 
officials. 

Also discussed was coo- 
rdination between the ministry 
and the chamber in the fields of 
classifying industrial sectors, gra- 
nting Jordanian industry more 
government tenders and bilateral 
agreements signed with Arab 
countries and ways of putting 


them into effect. The meeting also 
discussed the specifications of 
Jotdanian industries and the role 
of the Jordanian Trade Centres 
Corporation (JTCC) in financing 
Jordanian exports. 

Mr. Saqqaf stressed the nec- 
essity for cooperation between the 
ministry and the Amman Cha- 
mber of Industry with regard to 
supporting and protecting local 
industry. 

He also pointed out that there 
were new protection lists for a 
number of Jordanian industries 
which w ill be announced shortly. 
The chamber's board of directors 
also discussed obstacles and dif- 
ficulties facing some industrial 
sectors. 


Yemenia continues to expand 


The national airline of Yemen 
Arab Republic. Yemenia. con- 
tinues to expand its network dra- 
matically. From April 3. 1986 
Yemenia will open the new wee- 
kly service to Istanbul and Mos- 
cow. This brings the total int- 
ernational destinations to twenty 
seven cities in three continents: 
Europe. Asia and Africa. Die air- 
line's network extends from Lon- 
don to Bombay and fron Addis 
Ababa to Moscow. 

In the past few years. Yemenia 
e neraeJ from a regional operator 
to a successful and competitive 


international carrier by expanding 
its w'ings to Europe and South 
Asia to exotic cities such as Lon- 
don. Amsterdam. Frankfurt. 
Paris. Karachi. Bombay etc. to 
nenrion only a few. 

The airline has made a sig- 
nificant operating profit for the 
past four am secu live years. The 
nana cement of Yemenia has 
ambitions within a realistic plan to 
continue improving its aircraft 
fleet, standard of services^ and 
expanding its influence to South 
hast Asia. Europe and North Afr- 








SEVERAL days ago. His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san pointed out the need to develop incentives to encourage 
more Jordanian doctors to work in rural areas. This would, 
serve two important objectives: the delivery of health services 
on a more egalitarian basis between urban and rural areas, and 
offering expanded work opportunities to Jordanian doctors. It 
is a source of pride for the country that we have thousands of 
young doctors, but it is alarming to recognise that some of those 
doctors are without sufficient work. 

Hie encouragement of more village- and rural-based doc- 
tors would also serve a third objective that has not always been 
sufficiently addressed in our country: heightening the awa- 
reness of villagers saadbiiJia dwellers of the most bask; primary 
and preventive health care techniques, such as sanitation, vac- 
cination and breast feeding. The tendency in many Third 
World countries is for the government and the private sector to? 
bu3d elaborate, expensive hospitals in the large urban centres. ' 
While these families certainly play an important role, the, 
relative efficacity of build mg and operating expensive curative 
medical facilities has to be weighed against the results that 
would he obtained from spending the same amount of money 
on primary health care strategies in the villages and the rural 
areas. 

We are a small, relatively healthy country, with easy access 
to all our population centres. It would not be difficult to launch 
and sustain a nation-wide primary health education campaign, 
us mg the skills of our thousands of doctors to help establish 
village- mid community-based groups who would bridge the 
gap between the medical expertise concentrated in our urban 
centres and the application of that knowledge at the grass-roots 
level. This is common sense, and the government is already 
trying to conduct such an effort through its health clinic s and 
mother and child care centres. But the magnitude of the effort 
has to be multiplied many times over — if we are to understand 
health for our people as the challenge of helping people to avoid 
becoming ill, rather than training them to come to a hospital in 
the big city every time they fall ill. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 
A l Ra'i : Who takes the blame? 

THE current Israeli onslaught on AJ Aqsa Mosque and other holy 
shrines in the occupied Arab territories is a flagrant defiance of all 
peace-loving nations and the Arab and Muslim countries around the 
world. All such nations should take proper action to stop Israers acts 
of sacrilege and should pul an end to its arrogance. We believe that 
the violation cf the holy shrines in Jerusalem is far more dangerous 
than Israel's aggression on Lebanon, because it demonstrates our 
enemy's total disregard to our faith. This violation is a crime that 
.should be confronted by the world community in general and those 
Arab and Muslim nations, which care for their religious places, in 
particular. Special responsibility in this respect lies with the Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference which handles issues of concern to 
the Islamic world. The United Stares is of course to blame for 
criminal actions committed by its Israeli ally which continues to use 
American help to strike at the Arabs and their cultural and religious 
interests and places of worship. The onslaught on the holy shrines in 
Jerusalem has become official, now that members of the Israeli 
government and parliament are fully involved in the act. We appeal 
to all countries, to the Vatican and all peace-loving nations to take 
properstepsand end this aggression on our religion and our faith. We 
the Arabs bear the responsibility for not doing anything meaningful 
to stop the tragedy and the danger threatening our religious shrines in 
occupied Palestine. 

A l Dustoiit: Egypt’s affiliation 

A statement by Egyptian Foreign Minister Israat Abdul Majid to the 
people's council in Cairo has reaffirmed Egypt's determination to 
work towards the establish meat of a lasting peace, based on justice in 
die Middle East region . This statement reflects a balanced policy and 
is bound to gain backing and confidence for President Mubarak’s 
government at local and regional levels. In his statement. Dr Abdul 
Majid made it clear that the Taba issue with Israel is not the only 
obstacle that impedes peace and that Israel should undertake other 
constructive steps to help achieve that goal. In his statement the 
minister expressed Egypt’s total opposition to Israel's practices in the 
Islamic holy places in Jerusalem, which he described as provoking 
Muslim people's religious feelings. The future of relations between 
Egypt and Israel and the establishment of peace can' only come 
through die restoration of the Palestinian people's r ig hts in their 
homeland. This was clearly pointed out in the statement which pro- 
ved once again that President Mubarak was following a balanced 
policy and always demonstrating his country’s affiliation to the Arab 
Nation. 

Sawt A l Shaab: Peres’ mission 

THE Israeli prime minister’s current tour of European countries is 
clearly designed to undermine the concept of reaching peace along 
the lines described by the Arab countries which want to convene an 
international conference and involve the superpowers to achieve that 
goal. Shimon Peres has a mission of distorting the Arab image in 
Europe and removing the concept about the Israelis as terrorists 
committing crimes in the holy places of Jerusalem and launching 
aggression on Arab countries. In his statements in Europe, Peres has 
been saying that the state of Israel does not accept any involvement 
of the international community in the peace process and does not 
want to talk to the representatives of the Palestinian people who are 
most concerned wife the problem. What Peres wants to underline is 
his own concept of direct negotiations with fee Arabs in which he 
hopes to impose capituianou on them and perpetuate fee occupation 
of their land. He is carrying out his mission abroad as Zionist groups 
continue to desecrate the holy places in fee occupied Arab territory 
and seize Arab lands and evict their owners. 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schumann 


Superpowers’ understanding’: Peace at the expense of justice 

® ® . a hioc piii*^ Tt SO rSne 


SAN FRANCISCO — Bit by 
bit it is becoming clear feat the 
US. and the Soviet Union rea- 
ched some sort of mutual und- 
erstanding about Afghanistan 
during fee Geneva summit 
meeting between President 
Reagan and Chairman Gor- 
bachev. 

It is also bit by bit becoming 
dear that a similar U.S.-Soviet 
understanding will soon lead to 
a resumption of Soviet-Israeli 
diplomatic relations. And that 
resumption could lead to tho- 
usands of Soviet Jews mig- 
rating to Israel. 

It is also apparent feat both 
fee U^. and fee Soviet Union 
support the tripartite agr- 
eement in Lebanon which has 
finally been signed in Dam- 
ascus. 

And it is suggested by Soviet 
statements that both sup- 
erpowers are in agreement that 
fee Iraq-lran war must be 


ended or at least mai nt ai ne d in 
fee current stalemate. 

In fact, it wauld seem that, in 
the secret corridors of dip- 
lomacy, there is a lot of mutual 
understanding and perhaps 
also agreement between fee 
US. and the Soviet Union on 
fee Middle East. Both sup- 
erpowers know feat the most 
likely place fee fires of World 
War Three could ignite is fee 
Middle East. 

Consider first fee Afghan 
situation. The Soviets and their 
Afghan allies control fee cities, 
though not totally. The Muj- 
ahidin roam through the cou- 
ntryside. One fourth of the 
population are refugees who 
hate fee Russians to the death. 
It is hard to believe that the 
Soviets and the Babrak Karma 1 
regime have any supporters 
beyond their own paid agents. 

Yet if there is a U S .-Soviet 
understanding on Afghanistan, 


it will mean that the US. agr- 
eed that fee Karma! regime 
should stay in power. That 
means feat regime will con- 
tinue to control the big rides. 
What wifi be left to fee Muj- 
ahidin will be file countryside, 
along wife a number of smaller 
towns. Would each side respect 
such a division of the country? 
No one can say, but if the U.S., 
the Soviet Union, China, Pak- 
istan , India . and Iran agree that 
the conflict must end in Afg- 
hanistan, it may be hard for the 
Mujahidin and fee Karmai for- 
ces to begin fighting again. 

U.S. and Soviet diplomacy 
has long sought agreement 
among the big powers as ways 
to keep fee smaller powers 
under control. Can such agr- 
eement control Iraq aid Iran? 
No, but it can regulate the flow 
of weaponry to those countries. 
Can it control Syria? No . but it 


makes it easier for Syria to sup- 
ervise fee agreement in Leb- 
anon.- Can it control Israel? 
Given the trickery and inf- 
luence erf the Israelis, the ans- 
wer at first would appear to be 
no. Yet Israel’s obvious mil- 
itary power is much greater 
than its political strength. Even 
in fee Reagan Administration, 
Israeli influence is on the dec- 
- line. 

Yet what remains com- 
onclear is what U.S.- 
>viet understanding will 
mean for the Palestinians. Wfll 
Washington and Moscow pre- 
ssure Israel to give up a large 
part of fee West Bank? US. 
newspapers have featured a 
few articles suggesting feat 
Jewish settlement on fee West 
Bank is declining, and that such 
settlements as there are, are 
mostly concentrated near and 
around Jerusalem. Is Soviet 
agreement to allow Jewish 


pletely 

Soviet 


emigration from the Soviet 
Dnkm a “present’' to the Peres 
government to make con- 
cessions on fee West Bank? 

Economic, as I have written 
in earlier commentaries, is fee 
big issue now in Washington- 
Economics is a major source erf 
Israeli weakness.lt also is a fac- 
tor constraining both Iran and 
Iraq to fimh their war against 
each other. It is also a factor in 
U5. -Soviet relations. The Sov- 
iet Union needs economic ties 
to the West. The VS. needs a 
reduction in the cold war in 
order to provide favourable 
conditions for the world eco- 
nomy. 

During this new year of 1 986 
we may see some moves on the 

Pal estmian issue. If they come, 

they will have to come from 
Israel. And if they do come, 
then it will only be because of 


American pressure. It is pos- 
sible Washington and Moscow 
have decided, feat the Pal- 
estinian issue is too difficult, 
and so they will just let it smo- 
lder, like a low fire that, they 
hope, wil] not again tom into a 
big fire. It is also poss&le that 
some political forces in Israel 
may finally realise feat their 
own future may be enhanced 
rather than harmed by some 
sort of understanding with 
their Pa I estmian foes. _ 

If fee big powers oftfae world 
ranging from the U.S~, through 
Western Europe, the Soviet 
Union. China, Japan achieve 
some sort of undera landing, 
then that will be good for wo rid 
peace. Will it be good for wo rid 
justice? That is not at all clear. 
But economics can be both a 
force for justice and injustice. 
This time it could' just possibly 
help the Palestinian cause. ■ • 


Harvard, the CIA 
and the Mossad 


By Thomas Stauffer 

THE recent scandal at Harvard 
took a curious turn when the uni- 
versity announced that Professor 
Nadav Safran, presently head of 
the Centre for Middle East Stu- 
dies, will “resign” at the end of 
this academic year. Harvard's 
long-delayed decision was des- 
cribed by fee student newspaper 
as “more like a eulogy than a cen- 
sure." and it left most issues han- 
ging. Curiously, while only noting 
"with sadness” that Professor Saf- 
ran would resign, fee dean dis- 
missed the Middle East Centre's 
executive committee — the body 
which originally had called for 
Professor Safran's removal. 

Professor Safran had earlier 
been charged with unethical beh- 
aviour for improperly accepting 
financial support from fee CIA. in 
violation of fee university's reg- 
ulations concerning disclosure of 
funding, for his book on Saudi 
Arabia and a conference on Isl- 
amic fundamentalism. In neither 
case had he acknowledged fee 
CIA's support, and indeed, most 
participants in last October’s con- 
ference withdrew when Professor • 
Safran's financial backing was 
revealed. . 


In trying to close fee affair. 
Harvard did not address related 
issues: 

1 ) Professor Safran's alleged con- 
nections wife Israeli intelligence; 

2) allegations of financial fraud, 
since he retained the overhead 
allowances on the contracts; and 

3) further allegations of "imp- 
ropriety” vis-a-vis students, which 
had triggered the original, acc- 
idental, discovety of his links to 
fee CIA. 

Harvard had initially denied the 
CIA link. Since then it has been 
efisdosed feat fee former dean of 
fee faculty of arts and sciences, 
Henry Rosovsky, who is also 
co-chairman of fee American Jew- 
ish Committee and Professor Saf- 
ran's foremost sponsor at Har- 
vard. had known. It was later rev- 
ealed that Arthur Rosenthal, dir- 
ector of Harvard University Press, 
a Iso knew of the CIA funding for 
fee book and approved pub- 
lication without any disclosure of 
caveat. 

The geometry of fee Harvard- 
CIA- Mossad triangle has become 
more complex, and many suspect 
that more disclosures will follow 
up Harvard’s curiosly tolerant and 
reluctant response — Middle East 
International. London. 


American diplomats 
go into disguise 


By Bryan Bruraley 

The Aswciated Press 

WASHINGTON — In its cam- 
paign against terrorism, the State 
Department is telling American 
diplomats to leave behind their 
•’Rambo T-shirts and red. white 
and blue jogging suits” and to take 
a cautious approach to living and 
working abroad. 

"It’s a sign of the times that I 
spend my first full day at the State 
Department attending a seminar 
on terrorism.” said Margaret 
Heckler, who was recently named 
ambassador to Ireland. 

Mrs. Heckler was one of 50 
people attending a recent dep- 
artmental seminar on “Coping 
with Violence Abroad.” The 
one-day seminar teaches U.S. off- 
icials and their spouses how to 
avoid terrorists and what to do if 
they are attacked or taken hos- 
tage. 

The course has been expanded 
to cope with increasingly frequent 
and bloody attacks on Americans 
abroad. Further improvements 
are planned to face fee growing 
threat, and to counter criticism 
from diplomats. 

Carol A. Madison, who was a 
public affairs officer in fee U.S. 
embassy in Beirut 1983-84 when 
it was bombed twice, doesn't think 
the State Department coarse 
takes the right direction. 

"I found it largely inadequate 
for preparing foreign service per- 
sonnel for fee stressess — both 
physical and psychological — that 
are part of living wife terrorism.” 
Ms. Madison wrote in fee Foreign 
Service Journal, a magazine for 
diplomats. 

Ms. Madison called the seminar 
"counterproductive because, by 
raising fears and then dem- 
onstrating techniques that only 
experts can perform to avoid ter- 
rorist attacks, it is apt to make 
people feel they are helpless to 
deal wife the entire subject of ter- 
rorism and security.’’ 

Her criticism highlights the tig- 
htrope diplomats must walk abr- 
oad: to be effective, they must 
have as much contact as possible 
wife local people and officials, but 
to be safe they often must live and 
work in heavily guarded buildings 
and present as small a target as 
possible. 

* We are not trying to create a 
paramilitary corps; our mission is 
diplomacy,'' said Amie Campbell, 
the Foreign Service Institute off- 
icial who coordinates the training 


seminar. He and other officials 
acknowledged feat much of Ms. 
Madison's criticism was justified 
and has helped them reshape fee 
programme. 

In addition to the one-day ses- 
sion just outside Washington, for- 
eign service officers get a one-day 
orientation at their overaeas posts, 
including a briefing on local ter- 
rorist groups in the area and steps 
to cut fee risk. 

The Washington session began 
with an up-to-date briefing on ter- 
rorism, touching on fee attacks in 
the Rome and Vienna airports, 
followed by a discussion of ele- 
mentary steps to detect sur- 
veillance. deal with street crime or 
home burglary. It included a lec- 
ture on fire safety, and a detailed 
speech on how diplomats should 
organise their financial and bus- 
iness lives to prepare for possible 
evacuation from their posts or 
other risks. 

A reporter was not allowed to 
artend a classified portion of fee 
seminar, a lecture by a psy- 
chologist on how to behave if 
taken hostage, and a briefing on 
bombs. 

Other tips ranged from advice 
telHng diplomats to prepare a wfll 
and designate a guardian for their 
children how to react to a Molotov 
cocktail. 

"If you are stuck in traffic and 
someone throws a Molotov coc- 
ktail. keep the windows shut and 
get out of fee qrea as soon as pos- 
sible. Despiterwhat you have seen: 
on television, fee car will not blow 
up unicssyou open the windows,'' 
said special agent Mary Grigg. 

"At some posts, they throw rats 
or snakes into your car. you jump 
out. and they leave wife a new 
car." she said. 

The key to avoiding danger, she 
said, is to vary daily routine and 
keep a low profile. 

"Dress like the locals. Save your 
Rambo T-shirts and red, white 
and blue jogging suits for fee mar- 
ine ball." she said, warning dip- 
lomats against fancy do fees, jew- 
elry or cars feat mtght attract att- 
ention. 

The seminars started in 1976. 
Additionally, fee State Dep- 
artment has asked Congress for 
£>3.2 billion over five years to 
"harden” embassies and other 
overseas facilities against ler- 
Forisim. and is sending mobile 
teams to high-risk areas to teach 
diplomats further ways to protect 
themselves. 
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Lesotho: The latest victim of S.. African policies 


By Victor Mallet 

Neuter 

CAPE TOWN - The Lesotho 
government of Prime Minister 
Leabua Jonathan, toppled in a 
military coup on Jan. 20. appears 
to be the latest victim of fee str- 
uggle between Pretoria and its 
black rebel opponents operating 
from nearby countries. 

In fee past. South African far- 
ces have raided neighbouring 
Lesotho, Mozambique and Bot- 
swana in attacks which fee white 
government in Pretoria said were 
aimed at rebelsof the African Nat- 
ional Congress (ANC). 

Pretoria’s forces have also pur- 
sued Namibian rebels deep into 
Angolan territory and supported 
various right-wing rebel groups in 
Southern Africa, prompting acc- 
usations feat it was trying to des- 


tabilise its neighbours and keep 
them weak. 

The coup in fee mountainous 
kingdom of Lesotho, which is sur- 
rounded by South Africa and eco- 
nomically dependent on it. fol- 
lowed nearly three weeks of int- 
ense South African pressure on 
the Jonathan government. • 

’Supplies of fuel and food to 
Lesotho were severely restricted 
bytight South African border res- 
trictions which Pretoria said 
aimed to control ANC rebels. 
Jonathans government called the 
curbs a total economic blockade. 

Diplomats and political analysts 
say it was the issue of Jonathan's 
support for the ANC and relations 
with South Africa which pre- 
cqntated the coup. 

South Africa is likely to wel- 
come the new government, led by 
the commander of Lesotho's 
l .500- me mber paramilitary force , 


Major General Justin Le khan ye, 
the analysts say. 

Lekbanye is said to be anti- 
communist and could reverse 
Lesotho's recent move towards 
closer cooperation with the Eas- 
tern bloc — a move Pretoria found 
hard to accept in a country lying 
within South Africa’s bordere. 

Hours - before fee coup ann- 
ouncement, South African foreign 
minister Pik Botha told state-run 
Radio South Africa that Jonathan 
was a destabilising influence and 
ruled illegally. 

Last week Lekhanye, on the ins- 
tructions of the Jonathan gov- 
ernment, held talks in South Afr- 
ica on the border crisis. 

"He's a Pik (Botha) boy and 
he’ll toe fee line,” Bxyan Bench of 
the South African Institute of Int- 
ernational Affairs told Reuters. 
" For how long is another matter.” 

Pretoria is keen to sign non- 


aggression pacts wife its nei- 
ghbours to prevent them sup- 
porting fee ANC. It has signed 
agreements wife Mozambique 
and Swaziland and a similar deal is 
now possible wife the new Les - 1 
ofeo government, analysts say. 

Jonathan had, always, .resisted 
such a pact. 

South African officials say feat 
Jonathan’s failure to hold ele- 
ctions was another factor iff his 
downfall. 

He had ruled since ind- 
ependence from Britain in 1966 
and seized power in 1970 when it 
appeared feat his Basutoland Nat- 
ional Party was losing general ele- 
ctions. 

"The border issue could have 
been the last straw.” said one off- 
icial who asked not to be named. 

"This whole dissatisfaction has 
been fermenting for almost a dec- 
ade in Lesotho.” - 


Despite return to democracy, 
fears persist in Guatemala 


By Bernd Debus mann 

Reuter 

GUATEMALA CITY — The 
advertisement, two days after 
Guatemala returned to dem- 
ocracy. was eloquent: It showed a 
station wagon against the bac- 
kground of a heavy tank and said 
“Protect Yourself, Armour Your 
Vehicle.” 

Splashed over two thirds of a 
page hi fee conservative Prensa 
Libre newspaper, the adv- 
ertisement offered to armour 
every type of vehicle with “light 
materials highly resistant to bul- 
lets.” It promised affordable pri- 
ces, complete with instalment 
plans. It assured prompt mai- 
ntenance. 

And as a final sales point. Mag- 
num Security Systems pledged to 
“change damaged bullet-proof 
windows.” 

The advertisement provided a 
vivid illustration of the “terrible 
legacy of mistrust and fear" Chr- 
istian Democratic leader VinkHo 
C'erezo stressed in his ina- 
uguration speech as president of 
Guatemala. 

Cerezo, a 43-year-old lawyer 
and political moderate, was sworn 
in on January 14 in a ceremony 
that marked Guatemala’s return 
to constitutional, democratic gov- 
ernment after more than three 
decades of military-dominated 
rule. 

“In our political fife, violence 
has been a permanent substitute 
for negotiation and compromise ,” 
Cerezo said. “Some Guatemalans 
opted for the absurd and primitive 
language erf physical damage and 
armed reprisal.” 

Thousands of Guatemalan 
lives have fallen in this frightful 
vortex of fratricidal violence, 
hundreds of thousands of us have 


suffered in one form or another 
from the effects of this general 
climate of oppression." 

On fee night of Cerezo's ina- 
uguration, at least 50,000 people 
packed into fee main square of 
Guatemala City, dancing, singing 
and cheering in an emotional dis- 
play of hope and confidence, in 
their youthful new leader. 

But beneath the euphoria and 
fee joy. fears persist that old hab- 
its will die hard in a country where 
killings and “disappearances" 
became commomplace under a 
long string of right-wing military 
governments. 

Up to 100.000 people are est- 
imated to have been killed in the 
past three decades in army cam- 
paigns against left-wing guerrillas 
and suspected sympathisers. Nei- 
ther side in the war. Central Ame- 
rica’s longest, have given any qua- 
rter. 

“His is an extremely polarised 
country.” said a veteran Western 
diplomat here. “For long, long 
years there have been only two 
colours — black and white. No 
shades of grey. It will take a long 
time to change attitudes here." 

Those wealthy enough to arm- 
our their vehicles — Cerezo's own 
jeep station wagon was proofed 
against bullets and grenades at a 
cost of more than S 100 ,000 — 
fear being kidnapped and att- 
acked by the armed left. 

The fears of the wealthy run so 
deep that many coffee formers in 
the fertile land along fee Mexican 
border no longer dare to sleep on 
their estates, preferring instead to 
commute daily from towns under 
firm army control. 

Those who stay on their pla- 
ntations m the San Marcos pro- 
vince have automatic rifles at the 
■ready in easy reach. 

Chi the broad spectrum of pol- 


itical opinion feat is considered 
left in Guatemala, including the 
Christian Democratic Party, there 
are fears of a violent right-wing 
backlash. 

Four days after Cerezo won a 
comfortable victory in run-off ele- 
ctions on December 8, a right- 
wing death squad made a gru- 
esome reappearance after an abs- 
ence of years. 

The secret Anti- Communist 
Array (ESA), an organisation act- 
ive in fee 1970s. claimed res- 
ponsibility for killing a young tea- 
cher who had been temporarily 
detained by fee array on suspicion 
of having finks with the left-wing 
rebels. 

After her release from array 
detention, diplomats said, 27- 
year-old Beatriz Eugenia Barrios 
Marroquin went to fee Canadian 
embassy where she was granted a 
visa on grounds feat her life was in 
danger. 

A day before she was due to 
leave for Canada, officials, said, 
her body was found with both 
hands cut off and a note signed by 
fee ESA pinned to her chest. 
“There are more to come.” the 
note said. 

The ESA made headlines again, 
a few days before Cerezo’s ina- 
uguration when anonymous tel- 
ephone callers told local new- . 
spapers feat “drastic measures” 
would be taken against :Nsc- 
araguan president Daniel Ortega* 
coie of four. Latin American pre- 
sidents who attended fee cer- 
emony - 

The ESA failed to carry out its 
threat, possibly because ; Ortega 1 
was tightly guarded, but daubed . 
i ts initials on walls in several res- 
idential districts of the capisU. :/ 

International human rightettfg-: ; 
an isa lions have blamed the apriy 
and security forces for the raaj- -_ 


ority of civilian killings since the 
CLA-spon sored coup feat toppled 
reformist President Jacob Arbenz 
in ly54. 

“One of the yardsticks against 
which Cerezo will be measured 
will be his ability to curb human . 
rights abuses in Guatemala,'’ sad .£ 
a European ambassador: *"J1 ‘ 
would be premature to make pre- 
dictions.*' 

Cerezo pledged “ ‘profound res- ■' 
pect for human rights” in his ina- 
uguration speech. But he also 
made clear he had no intention of 
following the example of Arg- 
entina’s Raul Alfonsin in putting 
on trial military men involved in 
human rights abuses. ' 

One of the last decrees passed 
by fee outgoing niflitaiy gov- 
ernment of .General Oscar Hum- 
berto Mejia Vic to res barred legal 
action against army personnel 
involved in- hundreds of killings 
aud disappearances. -. 

The decree, made public less 
than 24 hoars before Guatemala 
returned to civilian rale, declared 
a general amnesty for “common 
and political crimes” committed 
between March 23, 1982, .and 
-Cerezo's inauguration, v 

On March 23, 1982, Mejia Vic- • 
tores’ predecessor. General Efr- 
ain Rios Mdntt. launched a rut- 
hless coiin ter- insurgency cam- 
paign rii which" thousands 6tdv~ 
dfons were reported to have been 
killed. 

• ; Legal experts fcre- 'said fee 
amnesty . effectively demolished 
the legal -basis Tor Guatemala’s . 
oply human rights organisation. 
feerGiupo Apoyo Mntuo.f Mutual 
Sapport Group). 

■ Apoyo “Mu too- ias beeh 'pre- 

g^^hBfeorit^tows»ttxit fat 

o imore thaji; 770 missihg £ 
~.al{ of wbom vafli -« 
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Fame arrives late for photographer Winston 0. Link, 
acclaimed for his pictures of steam trains at night 


By ti;9aiuel Machalaba 

LANESB ORO. Pa. —The tem- 
perature ; A* near freezing, and a 
crust of sfttfow covers the hills ide 
overlooking this backwoods rail 
junction. - 

For three (hours a small group of 
men darabe r up and down the 
wooded slop e in gathering dar- 
kness, luggm£? two van-loads of 
electric cables^ bigh-intensity fla- 
shbulbs, reflect* 01 * and a ladder. 
Working by |?'*ntern light, they 
string the gear together and wire it 
to a battery of oisd-fashioned boxy 
cameras on iripc^ds- 
Then they wait! • 

Within an bourns a diesel throb 
signals the slow, i-iphill approach 
of a freight trail. ^ to the 100- 
foot-high stone viaduct that arc- 
hes over Lanesbobro, they finger 

their cameras nenfc! ous ly- 
Through distant') trees the loc- 
omotive headlights- pierces the 
dark, then creeps i^cross the via- 
duct. When it reacti*^ the far end. 
Howard Pincus click*® his shutter, 
and the scene v anis h les in a silent 
flash of total whitena-ss- 

Admirers and io/ritators 

Mr. Pincus and hi5j* band are 
among the growing plumber of 
admirers and imitators ^ ?f O. Win- 
ston Link, whose photc;^S ra phy of 
steam trains racing through the 
Virginia countryside at? nigh* has 
come into sudden, ir, belated, 
vogue. Mr. Link took hi!? pictures 
from 1955 until the Norfolk & 
Western Railway retired 1 its last 
steam locomotive in 196US- Today 
his work is winning boffh wid- 
espread artistic acclaim and fin- 
ancial success. 

"It was an absolute virtuoso 
performance,” says Johnt Sza- 
rkowski. director of the pho- 
tography department at New 
York’s Museum of Modemt Art. 
which has acquired six Links.l "Nis 
work has a strangeness and ^nos- 
talgia that is remarkable.” \ 
Squat, balding and 7 1 . Mr. i£~ink 
hasn't photographed a steam tl^in 
at night for a quarter-century. l® ut 
he isn' t surprised by his newfound 
acclaim. "People are getting wfce 
to this stuff now ” says Mr. Link\ a 
New York industrial phot 
tographer who snapped hi&, 
black-and-white train photos • 
between commercial assignments. 


One photograph shows a mon- 
strous steam locomotive blasting 
through a sleeping town; another 
captures a train speeding corae- 
like past a herd of cow$. Museums 
across the US. have acquired his 
prints, as have private collectors, 
including film director Steven Spi- 
elberg and actress Diane Keaton. 
A collection of bis work is touring 
England, and another will visit 
US. preparatory schools. 

People have “just gone wild” 
over Mr. Link, says Brooks Joh- 
nson. curator of photography at 
the Chrysler Museum in Norfolk. 
Va.. whose catalogue of Link phor 
tographs, "Ghost Trains.” is ent- 
ering its third printing. The photos 
"cross from the train buff to the 
art world." Mr. Johnson says. 
Salim B. Lewis, a Wall Street arb- 
itrager. recently donated i50.000 
to Milton Academy, a prep school 
near Boston, to enable the school 
to buy 100 Link photographs and 
put them on tour. 

The usual price of Mr. Link's 
prints has climbed to about b500. 
from S250 a few years ago. But he 
receives iSOO for his most popular 
photograph. "Hot Shot Eas- 
tbound," a picture made in iy56 
of a steam locomotive passing a 
drive-in movie as a couple in a 
convertible watch the image of an 
airplane on the screen. 

Some critics note the cinematic 
lighting of his pictures. Others pra- 
ise the surrealistic effect created 
by the trains speeding through 
quiet rural towns. Still others men- 
tion the eerie, dreamlike quality of 
those photos in which people in 
the foreground seem oblivious to 
the huge energy of the passing tra- 
ins. 

Mr. Link says he wasn't con- 
sciously striving to create art but 
to "show what the railroad looked 
like at night and the way the rai- 
lroad tied in with the community.” 
He says he liked to photograph at 
night because "you can control the 
light and accent what you want; 
everything becomes dramatised.” 
He adds. "I was into steam, and 
when the Norfolk & Western sto- 
pped steam, I had to stop.” 

All told. Mr. Link took more 
than 2,000 shots while on two-and 
three-week expeditions to Vir- 
ginia and West Virginia. He sta- 
rted taking them when it became 
■, evident that the steam locomotive 


was speeding toward extinction, 
and he photographed Norfolk & 
Western trains exclusively bec- 
ause that line still used plenty of 
steam locomotives then and bec- 
ause it agreed to cooperate with 
him. 

Not all of the pictures are the 
nighttime ones that have gained 
such acclaim, but several hundred 
of them are. For these. Mr. Link 
developed a system of syn- 
chronised flash, consisting of fla- 
shbulbs placed in scattered ref- 
lectors and wired to discharge 
simultaneously the split second be 
clicked the shutter. For "Hot Shot 
Eastbound." Mr. Link fired 43 
flashbulbs, equal to about 
200.000 100-watt incandescent 
light bulbs. 

"He pushed that button and the 
ni gh t lit up like Jupiter had sent 
down a thunderbolt.” says David 
Plow den. a photographer who 
once assisted Mr. Link. The flash 
was so bright Mr. Link says, that 
on a few occasions locomotive 
engineers thought their boilers 
had exploded. 

Not everyone is impressed. Mel 
Patrick, an amateur train pho- 
tographer in Denver, criticises the 
lighting in some of Mr. Link’s pic- 
tures as excessive. “You might as 
well be looking at a hollywood set 
or a cheap used-car lot with the 
light bulbs strung out.” he says. 

Mr. Link says he needed intense 
light to capture the motion of 
steam locomotives and their bil- 
lowing smoke. "I would still do 
everything exactly the same.” he 
says. That includes the use of fla- 
shbulbs, which throw more light 
and require less power than ele- 
ctronic strobes. And it means str- 
inging vast lengths of cable to tri- 
gger them. (Radio signals might 
be blocked by the trains.) 

The Norfolk & Western gave 
Mr. Link access to its tracks and 
terminals, even providing a key to 
telephone boxes so that he could 
find out when trains were app- 
roaching. Although the railroad 
bought some prints for a pro- 
motional booklet. "Night Trick.” 
Mr. Link shouldered the b20,000 
cost of h is expeditions. Asid e from 
the expense, he faced miserable 
working conditions. He shot in 
cold weather, when the steam was 
the most spectacular. He once 
stood on horse manure for nine 



Main One on Main Street (1958) 

hours, stringing up his lights and 
getting his gear ready, to take a 
picture. 

Mr. Szarkowskiof the Museum 
of Modem Art once called Mr. 
Link "a legitimate American gen- 
ius, and nut.” Mr. Link, who 
doesn't dispute the description, 
says. "I had to be a nut to spend all 
that time and money and not be 
paid.” 

Today several groups of ama- 
teur photographers who fancy 
themselves Link disciples are wil- 
ling to endure similar hardships. 
On this particular night in rural 
Lanesboro. Mr. Pincus's group. 
Rails After Dark, spends hours 
rigging 21 flashbulbs on a tel- 
ephone pole, on signposts, and 
along the gravel right-of-way both 
on and below the viaduct. With 
distant dogs yelping at the com- 
motion, Robert Hart Jr., a 30- 
year-old New Jersey postal wor- 
ker, climbs a tree and clings pre- 
cariously to a limb to position four 


of the bulbs. "Heads up.” he yells 
as a branch crashes to the ground 
45 feet below him. 

The group takes its first shot at 8 
p.m.. then waits 10 hours to pho- 
tograph a second freight train rol- 
ling on a track beneath the viaduct 
at 6:25 am. 

"This is a whole awful lot of 
work, but some shots can’t be 
done any other way,” says Mr. 
Pincus. Though some flashbulbs 
fail to fire , the finished prints cap- 
ture the moving trains and the via- 
duct in vivid detail. 

There is a limit to what they can 
produce, partly because modem 
diesel locomotives aren't as pho- 
togenic as the steam trains Mr. 
Link photographed. “In the days 
of steam the subjects were so 
much more alive,” says Richard 
Steinheimer. a Sacramento, Calif., 
commercial photographer and 
night-flash buff. "It’s the dif- 
ference between photographing a 
fire-breathing dragon and a coc- 


ker spaniel." he says. 

When the Norfolk & Western 
retired steam in 1960. Mr. Link 
went back to his commercial work 

— taking pictures of factories for 
corporate clients, for instance. 
( Mr. Link bought a surplus steam 
locomotive that year that he hasn't 
yet finished restoring.) But with 
demand for his railroad pho- 
tographs running high, Mr. Link 
now spends all his time in his 
Manhattan darkroom filling print 
orders. 

He says he hasn't retired his 
flash gear, which he may want to 
use again to capture the image of 
owls at night. His initials spell 
■ owl” — the O stands for Ogle — 
and he uses a picture of the bird 
framed in a camera shutter as his 
logo. 

"Owls arc some piece of work ,” 
says Mr. Link. "They look like 
aiiplanes coming in for a landing 

— they sail in. It would be ter- 
rific.” — Wall Street Journal. 


Americans phange travel plans through fear of attacks 


By Michael Hughes 

■ - KCUkT j.y; 

NEW YORK - Fear of guerrilla 
attacks is prompting thousands of 
Americans to alter their travel 
plans and shun Mediterranean 
holidays in favour of Far Eastern. 
Caribbean or United States res- 
orts. 

Travel agents and cruise line 
operators said that recent hij- 
ackings and attacks have caused 
Americans to think much more 
about travel security and to avoid 
southern European and Middle 


East destinations. n 
- • The -{JSst seven- months- have 
seen the gyjacking shortly after 
take-off fror^ Athens of a Trans 
World Airlines (TWA) jetliner 
carrying 104'NAraerican pas- 
sengers. the seiziikg of an Italian 
cruise liner, and ttit? twin attacks 
on Rome and Vierfpa airports. 
Seven Americans i^ave been 
among those killed. \ 

After the TWA hijaci&iag. dur- 
ing which a group of African 
men were held in Beirut until 1 their 
release was negotiated, a ppll 
commissioned by the U-S.TravSJ 
Data Centre indicated that of 6.5A 


million Americans who had made 
reservations abroad. 1.4 raBtion 
changed them after the hijacking. 

Summing up current attitudes. 
Detroit travel agent Carolina 
lanni told Reuters: "People have 
been very hesitant about going to 
Europe ... they ask if they are 
going to be terrorised, if they are 
going to be hijacked.” 

Many of those cancelling hol- 
iday flights would probably have 
booked cruises instead, travel 
agents said, but the seizing of the 
Italian cruise ship Achflle Lauro 
last October changed that. 

"There was a rush of cabin can- 


cellations immediately after the 
hijacking' and now demand for 
Mediterranean cruises has simply 
dried up.” said Carroll Paige, a 
Miami cruise organiser. 

She said tourists were turning to 
alternative cruise destinations — 
the Caribbean. Latin Araerica'and 
Scandinavia. 

In California, the Princess Cru- 
ise Line has cancelled all IS Med- 
iterranean cruises it had planued 
this year for its liner Pacific Pri- 
ncess which can carry 636 pas- 
sengers. 

Royal Viking Line has can- 
celled seven of 1U Mediterranean 


cruises that its Royal Viking Sky 
Liner, which' carries 710 pas- 
sengers. was to have~made thiT 
year. 

Royal Viking president Joseph 
Watters said the cancelled cruises 
would cost his company 620 mil- 
lion in revenue, unless alternative 
voyages were organised. 

In Florida also, lines have can- 
celled Mediterranean cruises fol- 
lowing the Achille Lauro hijack. 

Security at Miami, the world’s 
busiest cruise ship port, was tig- 
htened after th*' Achille Lauro inc- 
ident. 

Passengers boarding mosicf the 


21 cruise liners based there now 
pass through checkpoints with 
X-ray machines and~armed gua- 
rds. 

Miami ticket agents said flights 
to the Middle East and southern 
Europe had plenty of e mpty seats, 
with travellers saying they were 
scared to go there. 

New York City travel agent 
Naomi Kabak said: "There is a 
definite fall-off in foreign travel. 
How serious it is I can't tell at the 
moment. I think all of us in the 
travel industry arc concerned 
about a long-term trend against 
fnreian travel." 


East Germany moves tb-defuse discontent among homosexuals 


By Ralph Boulton 

Reiner 

EAST BERLIN - Not long ago 
an East German could be ordered 
out of a “gay” bar for kissing a 
boyfriend in public. But there are 
signs that the Communist state is 
moving to defuse discontent 
among young homosexuals. 

East German authorities are 
considering a report by a special 
university commission which met 
last year to explore problems fac- 
ing homosexuals. 

The secrecy surrounding the 
project shows the continued sen- 
sitivity about a problem long ban- 
ished from the media, but many 
homosexuals feel its influence is 
being felt in a spate of candid new- 
spaper articles and an easing of 
some harsh rulings. 

August 1 saw the lifting of a ban 
on personal newspaper adv- 
ertisements for homosexuals see- 
king partners. An East Berlin 
disco has opened its doors to 
homosexuals on Sunday nights. 


adding to a string of overcrowded 
bars and cafes. 

The state is even planning an 
experimental social centre next 
year, following belatedly in the 
tracks of the church . 

"It was only a couple of years 
ago you risked trouble by kissing 
your friend here, but now it’s ‘on’ . 
Things are getting better.” a man 
commented in one of three "gay” 
bars on the central Schoenhauser 
Allee Avenue. 

His views are shared by Chr- 
istian Pulz, who founded the first 
church homosexual self-help 
group in Leipzig four years ago. 

"I think we’ve reached a turning 
point. The state seems to have 
recognised problems and is mak- 
ing an effort. But we've a long way 
to go.” be remarked at a recent 
group discussion. 

Why this sudden change of 
heart by the Communist state? 

One church official said he felt 
the authorities had seen their folly 
in ignoring key issues such as pol- 
lution or sexual minorities for nar- 


row ideological reasons. Dog- 
matists had insisted such problems 
could exist only ip Western soc- 
ieties. 

The result was that m&py young 
people. Christian ancfs.non- 
Christian. had turned to\the 
church as the only legal platform 
of open discussion. Hora\ 
□sexuality had been legalised in 
196S but prejudice clearly still 
abounded. 

The first signs of discontent 
came in January 1982, when more 
than 200 men and women vented 
their feelings at the first-ever 
church seminar on homosexuality 
in East Berlin. 

This prompted formation of the 
Leipzig group, which then spa- 
wned circles in 15 other cities. For 
the first time, "gays” organised 
openly rather than in bars or pri- 
vate flats. 

The state monitored them. 
Fears were deepened by early 
links with church-based "peace 
groups." but the more radical 
anti-establishment elements left. 


many for West Berlin. 

"Our aim is concrete imp- 
rovements in attitudes to hom- 
osexuals. No more, no less.” an 
activist explained. 

The self-help groups, which 
usually have about 50 members, 
cannot exercise direct influence 
like Western pressure groups, but 
\Jiold informal meetings aimed 
simply at beating isolation. 

ctivities range from teatime 
cbatsUo lectures. 

Armtog the aims is school edu- 
cation op homosexuality, hom- 
osexual Carriages and, sym- 
bolically. tb^right denied so far to 
lay wreaths\ specifically to the 
homosexuals who died in Nazi' 
camps. An increase in meeting 
places could also reduce toe use of 
public lavatories for anonymous 
sexual rendezvous. 

The official press no longer tre- 
ats the problem as though it were 
history. 

"Some factory managers still 
hesitate to give the same chances 
of training or promotion to hom- 


osexuals despite qualifications.” 
Sociologist Siegfried Schnahl lum- 
en ted in East Germany's biggest- 
setling women's magazine. Fuer 
Dich. 

Ironically, while state attitudes 
relax, homosexuals sense the sti- 
rring of opposition within the 
church that has succoured them 
forthejast four years. 

Historian Karlheinz Blaschkc 
sparked a fierce debate last year, 
describing widespread hom- 
osexuality as a social sickness. 
"Liberalism led to the ema- 
ncipation of many social groups: 
religious minorities ... women, 
negroes, slaves, Jews. Now... ft 
seems to have reached, or is app- 
roaching, perverts. terrorists and 
sexual criminals ” he wrote in a 
church weekly. 

"Aprocess that started in a pos- 
itive way is tipping over into the 
negative ... we have to ask our- 
selves whether the homosexuals 
come before or after this turning 
point.” 


The influential Bishop of 
Bcrlin-Bnindenburg. Gottfried 
Fnrck, denounced the article. But 
some "gays" fear sections of the 
clergy would willingly leave gay 
groups out in the cold. 

Another threat, closing from 
over the border wall in West Ber- 
lin. is the disease AI DS ( Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome). 

Homosexuals from West Berlin 
often visit here. But so far no cases 
of the disease have been reported 
here. 

"There’s nothing we cm dn. I 
suppose you just get more wary 
about someone coming from over 
there." one man commented. 

Was life better for ho mosexuais 
in West Berlin? 

"Of course, they've got more 
meeting places and they can rend 
all the books and magazines they 
want. But that's not the main pro- 
blem. It’s just the onti- 
homoscxualism in everyday life 
and that takes the same form on 
both sides." 


Libya drives hard towards equality for women 


By Kate Dounan 

Reuter 

TRIPOLI — Colonel Muammar 
Qadhafi’s revolutionary Libya is 
stfll very much a man's world, des- 
pite his avowed aim of equality for 
the sexes. 

Qadhafi has been in power since 
1969 yet today there are no 
women holding positions of aut- 
hority in the North African nation 
of 3.6 milfioQ. 

However, he made a pointed 
gesture when the foreign press 
descended on Tripoli this month 
to cover a confrontation with the 
United States over support for 
Palestinian rebels — he singled 
out several women reporters for 
preferential treatment. 

‘‘I would like to see a world in 
which men and women are equal,” 


he told the women, according 
them an exclusive interview and 
later a rare meeting with his 
media -shy famfly. 

Nevertheless, the 43-year-old 
miHtaiy strongman has not had 
things all his own way espousing 
equality in a largely tribal and tra- 
ditionally patriarchal society. 

He resisted pressure two years 
ago to dose a women’s academy 
providing military training. But he 
was voted down when he tried to 
make military training com- 
pulsory for all women. 

At the academy, on a bea- 
chfront in Tripoli, some 700 
women undergo four years of mil- 
itary training. Most of the women, 
aged between 17 and 22, describe 
themselves as volunteers. 

"Defence of the nation is the 
responsibility of every male and 
female arizen,” proclaims a slo- 


gan painted on one wall of the 
academy. 

"Woman must be strong, edu- 
cated, armed and equal to man,” 
runs another slogan daubed in the 
bastion of feminism. 

Salma Adbullah, a 22-year-old 
first Lieutenant, proudly watches 
some of her comrades de- 
monstrating their skill — for the 
benefit of Western TV crews — 
handling Soviet-made rifles and 
anti-aircraft guns and declares: 

"If we feel danger threatening 
us, we will no t wait to be asked and 
without orders will form suicide 
squads." 

Qadhafi earlier this month thr- 
eatened to send suicide squads to 
the. United States after President 
Reagan warned of a possible mil- 
itary strike against Libya. 

Reagan accused Libya of har- 
bouring die Abu Nidal guerrilla 


group, which he blamed for att- 
acks at airports in Rome and Vie- 
nna last month, and ordered eco- 
nomic sanctions on Libya. * 

Not all the women at the aca- 
demy are like Salma. For others, 
military training is merely a way of 
release from the confines of home 
and family. 

Since Qadhaff s revolution top- 
pled the monarchy and retained 
Islam as the state religion, more 
women wear the traditional Mus- 
lim veil to oover their heads. 

Even at the military academy, 
some of the women wear scarves 
under their campaign hats. 

Fathia, a mother of three, is one 
who does not wear a veil. "It's 
only a sign of modesty, nothing 
more," she insists. 

A staunch believer in Qadhafi’s 
revolution, she adds: "I would wil- 
lingly take off all my dothes and 


run naked into battle in defence of 
my country." 

The wo men! s liberation mov- 
ement began in Libya long before 
Qadhafi emerged. Even before he 
was boro, independent-minded 
Khadija El Jahray was cam- 
paigning for the rights of women. 

Now 65. she recalls that as a 
13 -year-old she wrote to Italian 
fascist leader Benitto Mussolini 
asking him to remove his occ- 
upying troops from Libya.The let- 
ter was intercepted and her father 
pro aptly ones ted. 

Khadija, former teacher, jou- 
rnalist, newscaster and publisher, 
says: ”1 wanted to do something... 
women were illiterate. I saw 
women had to be educated in 
order to be free," - 

Encouraged by her father, she 
and a few volunteers set out to 
educate female friends and nei- 


ghbours, Education at that time 
was H railed to five years at ele- 
mentary school. 

Today. Libyan universities are 
open to men and wo men . Girls are 
expected to receive an education 
until marriageable 3ge. legally set 
at 18. 

Khadija completed her edu- 
cation in Cairo after the Second 
Worki War and returned to Libya 
to run a radio programme, which 
she used it as an avenue to educate 
women. 

to 1969 — the year Qadhafi 
came to power — she overcame 
opposition from the information 
ministry to publish the first 
women's magazine in Libya. 

Yet she never aspired to play a 
role in politics."! knew only about 
the home, woman, child aad soc- 
iety. That was my politics," she 
told Reuters. 


RandaHahib's 

Marka airport 

Wb SbbVl to have forgotten the old airport at 
Marka, though it is still there: empty and useless. 

As we seem not to need It as an airport anymore^ 
we certainly could find another use for It. 

Why not, for example, transform it into a rec- 
reation area. 

First of all the airport is ideally situated in the 
eastern part of Amman. That part of the city, 
more than any other area, is in dire need of a 
recreation centre. 

Why not then turn the airport buildings into 
clubs for different activities: A library could be 
established there, a community centre and even a 
cinema. 

A snack bar, at the place of the old bar, could 
also be reactivated. A car parking is already ava- 
ilable, the buildings are there, and all it takes is 
some practical ideas and the guts to put them into 
effect. 

As for the runway it could be turned into foo- 
tball, tennis or basketball courts. Trees should be 
planted as the land is big enough to allow people 
even to picnic there. 

Yes, why nqt introduce the idea of picnics inside 
Amman. After all when the land is big enough, 
away from the main roads and planted with trees, 
people can enjoy the fresh air as they would enjoy 
it in any out-of-city area. 

Anyhow, the most important idea is to find use 
for the airport instead of leaving it deteriorate 
slowly. 


American women 
married to Libyans 
face dilemma 


By Kate Dourtan 

ftiuler 

TRIPOLI — Less than two weeks 
before President Reagan's ban on 
travel to Libya by US. citizens 
comes into effect, a number of 
American women married to Lib- 
yans have still not been officially 
told whether they . are exempt 
from the ban. 

As a result, an estimated 1 00 or 
more American women in Libya 
arc facing a dilemma: whether 
they should respect their conjugal 
vows and stay with their husbands 
or return home without their fam- 
ilies. 

At least one of them has already 
chosen to leave her husband of 
five years for fear of prosecution 
by her government if sfierdoes not 
leave tty February I. 

Three women interviewed here 
by Reuters and the New York 
Times said they have contacted 
the Belgian embassy, which han- 
dles U.S. interests in Libya., for 
clarification and were told that 
there is still no news from Was- 
hington regarding their status. 

Belgium's Ambassador Rolan 
Bruni responded with a "no com- 
ment” when questioned by Reu- 
ters on the matter. 

Reagan imposed a trade and 
commercial ban on Libya in ret- 
aliation for what he claimed was. 
Libya's policy of training and har- 
bouring terrorists following the 
December 27 attacks on Rome 
and Vienna airports. He ordered 
the estimated 1 .500 Americans in 
Libya to leave by February 1 or 
face prosecution at home. 

The three women interviewed 
asked that they not be identified. 

“I’m here to be with my hus- 
band. I’m not hurting anybody 
and I'm not here for money,” said 
Mary, a mother of two. who has 
been living with her husband in 
Libya for seven years. 

"What do they expect us to do. 
divorce our husbands?” 

Nadine. 45. faces a more dif- 


ficult choice. She has five children 
by her first husband in the United 
States whom she visits yearly. 
Now she is worried that the travel 
ban will deprive her from seeing 
her American children. 

She has two other children fn 
Libya and speaks fluent Arabic. ‘ 
"We have biood ties here, my 
children are Libyan, we all have 
Libyan families here... to tell you 
the truth, it’s safer here than in the 
streets of America.” Nadine said. 

The third American, Rebecca, 
is one of the lucky ones. Her hus- 
band has agreed to let her go home 
and hopes to join her 
"I’m not sleeping like I used to. 
I’m afraid, she said, referring to 
her fear of prosecution if she does 
not- heed Reagan’s executive 
order. * . . • 

Under Libyan law, a man has to 
give written permission for his chi- 
ldren to accompany their mothers 
for travel abroad. Many American 
women, whose children hold Lib- 
yan citizenship, cannot leave even 
if they wanted to, Rebecca said/ 
"Lots of women have been told 
they can leave, but they can't take 
their children because their hus- 
bands won’ t let them,” she added. 

Diplomats and airline sources 
say some Americans working in 
Libya have already left since the 
ban was announced and the maj- 
ority of U.S. companies have inf- 
ormed them that they plan to pull 
out by the deadSne. 

Belgian embassy sources -said 
some UJS. families had com- 
plained that the remaining time 
for their departure was too brief to 
allow them to sell their pos- 
sessions and pack their bel- 
ongings. 

Many Americans employed by 
oil companies earn an average of 
bSO.OOO to 90,000 a year and at 
least one oil worker has said that 
he did not expect to find a job back 
home because of his age. Many 
workers are over 50 because the 
Libyans only want people only 
with 15 years experience. 


MW LITTLE ■ 
mm IS DOING 


STATISTICS 

that tell a story 



The countries in the first column sure selected from 29 listed by the 
World Bank as VMJBahk members with populations Of under a million. 
T tie table compares them, by size of per capita GNP. with their closest 
neighbor in the mayor league. One thing in immediately dear - big 
doesn't necessarily mean better. 


Country 

GNP (3) 

Equivalent 

GNP (3) 

l Qatar 

21,210 

UJU5. (pop. lm.) 

22.870 

2 Brunei 

21.140 

U.A.E. (lm.) 

22,670 

3 Luxembourg 

14.650 

U.S A. (234m.) 

14,1X0 

4 Bahrain 

10,510 

France (54m.) 

10,500 

5 Iceland 

10,260 

Japan (120m.) 

10,120 

13 Fiji 

1,710 

Syria {10m.) 

1,760 

14 Antigua/ Barbuda 

1.710 

Jordan (3m.) 

1.640 

23 Grenada 

840 

Thailand [50m.] 

820 

27 Sao Tome/Priadpe 310 

Ghana. (12m.) 

310 

28 Gambia 

290 

India (734m.) 

260 

29 Guinea-Bissau 

180 

Burma (35m.) 

180 
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A disenchanted McEnroe 
to take 60 -day ‘sabbatical’ 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — John McEnroe, dis- 
satisfied with his recent play, has decided to take a 
break from competitive tennis to work on his game 
and improve his physical condition, the Men’s Int- 
ernational Professional Tennis Council said Tue- 
sday. 


McEnroe could not be reached 
for comment but his father, John 
McEnroe, confirmed that his son 
would be taking some time off to 
practice and work on his stamina. 

The pro council announcement 
said McEnroe, 2d, would be abs- 
ent from the men's Grand Prix 
tour for"at least 60 days" during 
which he would miss at least four 
tournaments, in Philadelphia. 
Milan. Brussels, and Chicago. 

However. McEnroe will fulfill 
contractual commitments to play 
in several exhibitions in January 
and February, the announcement 
said. 

It added that McEnroe intends 
to return to the Grand Prix circuit 
at the end of his sabbatical, but a 
precise date bad not been set. 

McEnroe's father said be did 
not know where his son would 
spend the time or exactly what he 


would be doing. 

"I don't even think John 
knows." he told Reuters in a brief 
telephone interview. 

A four-time U.S. Open cha- 
mpion and three-time winner al 
Wimbledon. McEnroe failed to 
capture a Grand Slam title in 1985 
and slipped from no. 1 to no. 2 in 
the world on the Hewlett- 
Packard- ATP computer rankings. 
He was upset by Slobodan Ziv- 
ojinovich of Yugoslavia in the 
Australian Open in December 
and was ousted in the first round 
of die Masters last week by fellow 
American Brad Gilbert. 

“I'm not moving as well as I 
normally do. I'm not serving as 
well. I'm not hitting the ball as 
solid. I'm making too many mis- 
takes. and my concentration isn’t 
what it used to be to do well in a 
tournament like this." McEnroe 


said after last week's loss to Gil- 
bert- 

“I don’t know exactly what 1 
might do," he told reporters at the 
Masters. “Physically, Pm not fee- 
ling too good. I’m not moving too 
well I’ve had some problems that 
have been affecting me a little." 

McEnroe won eight tou- 
rnaments in 1985. ending the year 
with a 71-9 match record, cou- 
nting the Masters, the season- 
ending event. With his bonus 
money, McEnroe earned more 
than 51 million last year. 

After the French Open last 
year, where he lost to eventual 
winner Mats WiJander of Sweden 
in die semifinals, McEnroe app- 
eared with actress Tatum O’Neal 
at a champions dinner given by the 
International Tennis Federation. 
There, he publicly thanked the 
actress for being at his side. 

He repeatedly has mentioned 
the tranquillity O’Neal has bro- 
ught into his life. That tranquillity, 
however, was not translated into 
success on the tennis court. 

She stayed home during Wim- 
bledon , Where McEnroe has had a 
running feud with the London 
daily Tabloid newspaper 


S.Korea draws comfort from history 


By Lee Su-Wan 

Reuter 

SEOUL — Argentina and Bul- 
garia may reckon they can look 
forward to two gift points when 
they meet South Korea in the 
World Cup in Mexico this June... 
but Italy are unlikely to dismiss 
their Group A rivals lightly. 

Italy will travel to Mexico as 
World Cup holders and among the 
favourites to win the 1986 com- 
petition, just as they were when 
they arrived in England in 1966. 

But the much-vaunted Italian 
side of 20 years ago returned 
home in disgrace after being 
knocked-out in the first phase 
after losing 1-0 to North Korea in 
a game which is forever etched cn 
the memory. 

The South Koreans may prove 
every bit as dangerous as their 
neighbours although it is 32 years 
since they last qualified for the 
World Cup finals when they were 
crushed 9-0 by Hungary and 7-0 
by Turkey in Switzerland. 

Having come through a tough 
qualifying section against Japan. 
Indonesia and Malaysia. South 
Korean manager Kim Jung-Nam 


was making no idle predictions 
when he said: “I hardly expect 
such things will happen this year. 
My team is the best South Korea 
has produced in four decades.” 

But Kim was realistic enough to 
concede: “Italy, Bulgaria and 
Argentina are superior to us in 
every respect... but they will find it 
extremely difficult to brush us 
aside.’’ 

A former international def- 
ender, Kim took over the national 
team in March 1985 immediatly 
after South Korea had been bea- 
ten 1-0 by Malaysia in an Asian 
Zone qualifying game. He had an 
immediate impact and led the 
team to five successive wins aga- 
inst Malaysia (2-0). Indonesia 
(2-0 and 4-1 ) and Japan (2-1 and 

i-o). 

South Korea also showed up 
well in a tournament in Mexico 
last month where they lost 2-1 to 
the hosts and 1-0 to Hungary but 
beat Algeria 2-0. 

“That tournament gave the pla- 
yers the confidence that they can 
compete with any team in the 
world,” said Kim. “But we were 
physically inferior and must imp- 
rove our tackling and set-pieces.” 


EMBASSY OF INDIA - AMMAN 
REPUBLIC DAY 

The flag hoisting ceremony on the 37th Republic Day 
of India will take place at 10 a.m. at the Chancery 
premises, 1st Circle. Jabal Amman. All Indians in Jor- 
dan are cordially invited to attend. 


INVITATION FOR BIOS 

1 . The Government nf Jordan has received a loan from 
the World Bank in various currencies towards the 
cost of First Urban Development Project (UDP1) and 
it is intended that part of the proceeds of this loan 
wifi be applied to eligible payment under the con- 
tract for the project is being administered by the 
Urban Development Department of Amman Mun- 
icipality (UDD). 

2. The UDD now invites sealed bids from eligible bid- 
ders for the supply of the equipment for the Voc- 
ational Training Centre for men at Qweismeh. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further inf- 
ormation from and inspect the bidding documents 
at the office of: 

Urban Development Department 

Amman - Jordan 

P.O. Box 927198 

Telex No. 22249 UDD JO 

Tel. No. 635281 - 636111. 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be pur- 
chased on 27 '1/1986 by any interested eligible bid- 
der on the submission of a written application to the 
above and upon payment of a non- refundable fee of 
JD 25. 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a security, and 
must be delivered to the above office on or before 
12.00 noon on 25/2/1986. 


Kim wQl take his team to Eur- 
ope in mid-February for a one- 
month training stint and the squad 
will leave for Mexico about four 
weeks before tbe World Cup beg- 
ins in order to acclimatise. 

The South Korean squad is a 
mixture of seasoned professionals, 
including veteran captain Park 
Chang- Son. 32. and a number of 
promising youngsters. 

The best known player int- 
ernationally is 33-year-old winger 
Cha Bum Kun who plays for West 
German club Bayer Leverkusen. 

Cha, who has been based in 
West Germany since 1978, will 
form a twin spearhead with Choi 
Soon -Ho, a fast and free-scoring 
forward. 

Another mao to watch is Huh 
Jung-Moo. who had a spell with 
Dutch club PSV Eindhoven and is 
generally regarded as the best 
midfielder in South Korea. 

Kim Joug-Boo. 21, and Yoo 
Byung-Ok, 22. are promising 
newcomers who helped South 
Korea gain fourth place in the 
1 983 World Youth Cup in Mexico 
and their talents could blossom 
when they return to Central Ame- 
rica this summer. 

While South Korea are still 
developing as a soccer nation, they 
could, like North Korea before 
them, spring at least one major 
surprise. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom flats, 
w/w carpet, colour T.V., cen- 
tral heating, telephone. 

Two locations. Jabal 
Annan, near 7 Circle j 
and Abdali area. I 

Phone: 673768, 672842 after I 
2 p.m. I 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Youth Minister tours Ismailia 

CAIRO (Petra) — Minister of Youth Hisham Al Sharari, cur- 
rently on a visit to Egypt, paid a visit Wednesday to the sport dubs 
and the Suez Canal Authority in the Egyptian city of Ismailia. Mr, 
Sharari was accompanied during the visit by tbe Ismailia governor 
and die president of the Suez Canal Authority, who briefed him 
on projects for developing and expanding the canal as well as die 
projects recently completed. The minister is here to attend the 
Joidanian-Egyptian brotherly sport week and also to hold talks 
aimed at promoting cooperation between the two countries in 
sport and youth fields. 

Qatar sports team to visit Yarmouk 

IRBID (Petra) — A sports team from Qatar U diversity is due 
here on Friday on a visit to Yarmouk University at the invitation 
of its president. Dr. Adnan Bad ran. Hie team wfli play a number 
of soccer, basketball, and table tennis matches with teams from 
Yarmouk University and the University of Jordan. Its members 
will also be taken on tours of military positions and tourist areas in 
Ajkxm, Himmeh and Jerash. 

Garrison, Jordan upset in Kansas 

WICHITA, Kansas (R) — Top seeds Zina Garrison and Kathy 
Jordan were sent crashing from the S75.000 Kansas Women’s 
Tennis Tournament in first round matches Tuesday. Garrison, 
ranked eight in the world, was toppled by fellow American Vicki 
Nelson- Dunbar 6-3, 6-2 in just 77 minutes. And au old friend, 
Kathy Jordan, slipped up 2-6, 6-1, 6-2 against former doubles 
partner Ann Smith in another all-American dash. Betsy Nag- 
elsen, seeded fifth made it safely through to the second round at 
the expense of Joanne Russell 6-2. 4-6, 6-1. 

2,670 sign up for L.A. marathon 

LOS ANGELES ( AP) — A total of 5325,000 in cash and prizes 
will be offered for competitors in the first City of Los Angeles 
Marathon, it was announced Tuesday. The marathon on March 9 
also w01 be the first to offer equal prizes to both male and female 
contenders, according to Rod Dixon, vice president of the mar- 
athon. First-prize winners each will receive cash and prizes worth 
541 .000, added Dixon, winner of the 1983 New York Marathon. 
“We had 178 entries today," Dixon said Tuesday following the 
news conference. 


Eddie Bird emerges from 
shadow of brother Larry 


US, prepares for Super Sunday 


By Joyce A. Venezia 

Associated Press W riler 

FRENCH LICK. Indiana — In 
typical Larry Bird fashion, the ball 
was rushed into one comer, flung 
almost without a glance across 
court to a waiting teammate and 
deposited into tbe basket. 

The crowd roared. An exu- 
berant fan yelled out, “Way to go, 
Larry." The player Grimaced. • 

He is Eddie Bird, the 19- 
year-old brother of the Boston 
.Celtics’ superstar. - . 

. Eddie looks -like Larry. At a 
lanky 198.1 cm, he’s 193 cm sho- 
rter than his brother, but he has 
•the familiar curly blond hair and 
country-boy face. He carries the 
ball like Larry. Even his high sch- 
ool coach. Gary Holland, som- 
etimes slips and calls him Larry. 

*T in not Lany says Eddie . the 
leading scorer on the Springs Val- 
ley High School team at 22 points 
a game.”I just try to go out there 
and be myself.” 

Eddie is used to living in Larry’s 
shadow and the inevitable com- 
parisons. But there’s do res- 
entment. 

"I go to see him in Boston at 
least once a year." he says of 
Larry, two-time Most Valuable 
Player in the National Basketball 
Association. 

Eddie also listens to Larry’s 



advice, particularly now, when he 
is considering his choice of a col- 
lege. 

The youngest Bird, a senior at 
Springs Valley, says he hopes to 
visit Boston College, where he 
could be dose to Larry, or he 
might remain close to home at 
some college such as the Uni- 
versity of Evansville. 

Eddie's teammates respect his 
desire to be treated as just another 
member of the team. But coach' 
Holland doesn't hedge the issue of 
talent: “We have some reallygood 
players, blit Eddie’s the star.. no 
doubt." 

If anything hurts Eddie's game, 
his teammates say. it’s living in 
Larry’s shadow. 

Eddie just shrugs it off. saying. 
“It's just a bigger challenge to 
me.” 

Holland, who also coached 
Larry, agrees with his players’ pra- 
ise of Eddie. 

“This boy’s a good shooter. 
He’s got all the tools to be a great 
shooter,” Holland says. "He’s a 
good rebounder without being 
able to jump. He’s a good passer 
and. like Lany. he wants his tea- 
mmates to be noticed too." 

The major difference Holland 
sees between the big Bird and the 
little Bird is the mental approach 
to the game. 

“Larry concentrated a little 
more than Eddie does,” he says. 
“A lot of things didn’t bother 
Larry that bother Eddie. But a lot 
of that is because Eddie finds it 
hard to be Larry's brother.” 


By Jarfc Cavanaugh 

Reuser 

NEW YORK — The Chicago 
Bears and die New England Pat- 
riots, two teams with similar styles 
but vastly different personalities, 
dash for the first time in the Uni- 
ted States’ most celebrated spo- 
rting event on Sunday — the 
Super Bowl. 

About 75.000 fans will pack the 
New Orleans superdome to watch 
Super Bowl XX (kick off 2215 
GMT), the game that deddes the 
1985-86 American football cha- 
mpions. 

In addition,. 115 million Ame- 
ricans —almost half the U.S. pop- 
ulation — are expected to watch 
the game on television, many ot 
them at house parties, along with 
many millions worldwide. 

On “Super Sunday." as it has 
come to be called, the nation vir- 
tually shuts down during the three 
hours the game is nationally tel- 
evised. Traffic decreases sig- 
nificantly and the crime rate plu- 
nges. 

For New Orleans, as has been 
the case for other cities where the 
game has been played, the Super 
Bowl will be a financial bonanza, 
pumping millions of dollars into 
the local economy. As at the Ken- 
tucky Derby aad some other 

Rene Metge 
captures 
Paris- Dakar 
rally title 

PARIS ( R) — French driver Rene 
Metge, driving a Porsche, won die 
gruelling Paris- Dakar Motor 
Rally Wednesday for the third 
time, according to official results. 

Cyril Neveu of France won the 
motor-cycle category on a Honda. 

Only about 100 of the 487 com- 
petitors who set off from Ver- 
sa flies on Jan. 1 completed the 
12.700 km course through seven 
countries. , 

The annual race from France to 
Senegal was marred by tragedy 
last week when its organiser, Thi- 
erry Sabine, was killed along with 
a French pop star and three other 
people when their helicopter cra- 
shed in a sandstorm in Mali. 

French External Relations Min- 
ister Roland Dumas said later the 
future of the rally would have to 
be considered. 


Salonen 
overtakes r 1 
Toivonen at 
Monte Carlo 

MONTE CARLO ( R) — Peugeot 
driver Timo Salonen snatched the 
Monte Carlo Rally lead eariy 
Wednesday after fellow-Finn An 
Toivonen lost time changing tyres 
on his Lancia during a tough mou- 
ntain time trial. 

Salonen, who trailed Toivonen 
by 25 seconds after the 22nd time 
trial this morning, stole into the 
lead when his compatriot lost 28 
seconds switching tyres to cope 
with the difficult terrain over the 
37-km 23rd time trial. 

Salonen led by 22 seconds at the 
end of the trial — the first time 
Peugeot had led the week-long. 
4.000-kra event. 

Third-placed Italian Massimo 
Biaskm also deckled to change the 
tyres of his Lancia and lost 38 sec- 
onds. 


ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS OF 
OTHER LANGUAGES 


Tbe Language Centre at the University of Jordan ann- 
ounces that courses in Modern Standard Arabic for 
speakers of other languages will commence on the 
first of February, and will last for 16 weeks. Two 
programmes will be offered: 

1 . The intensive programme in which classes meet in 
the morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday- Wed- 
nesday. The fee for these courses is JD 140 per term. 

2. The regular programme in which classes meet 6 
hours per week (5:30-7:10 Saturday, Monday, and 
Wednesday). The fee for these courses is JD 50 per 
term. 

Those interested please call at the Language Centre 
for registration between 25-29 January. 


ENGLISH NANNY SEEKS JOB 

English nanny. 10 years experience, mostly with ne\ 
boms., seeks "full-time work, 

. References available 

Telephone 821612 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe Furnished House 

Three bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, veranda, fully- 
equipped kitchen, garden with garage, central heating and 
telephone. 

Location: Jabal A n nan - 8th Circle, near Leswey Centre 
Call: 812417 - 812418 between 8 a.m.-1 p.m. and 815201 Mr. 
Mansour Thursday all day. 


major sports events, prices at most 
hotels have doubled for the wee- 
kend. 

The game offers one of the most 
intriguing clashes in the history of 
the championship, pitting the 
awesome Bears and their 17-1 
record against the Patriots, who 
have won 14 and lost five. 

The Bears are favourites to win, 
largely because of their snpre macy 
in the National Conference of the 
National Football League (NFL), 
which included decisive shutouts 
in their two playoff games. 

The Patriots, the American 
Conference Champions, are reg- 
arded as the regular season's Cin- 
derella team. They recovered 


wrap around sunglasses. 

McMahon not only feuded with 
his volatile coach during the sea- 
son, but also cook on tbe NFL 
Commissioner Pete Rozelte by 
wearing a headband sporting a 
commercial name. 

After receiving a 55,000 fine, 
McMahon drew a lot of laughs, 
even from Rozelle, the following 
week when he wore a headband 
emblazoned with the com- 
missioner’s name. 

The Bears — many of whom 1 
made a rock music video entitled 
“The Super Bowl Shuffle" — are 
anchored in defence by arguably 
the game’s most colourful player, 
141 kilogramme Wflfiam Perry, 
who is known as “The Ref- 


from a poor start to win 12 of their who is known as ine Ket- 

last 14 games and bad to win three flgHj ^ ' 

playoff games on the road to qua- The Patriots, by contrast, have 
L for the Super Bowl. no “name pfayera and then def- 

Both teams will reap rich fin- ence. though sob i is not regarded 
ancial rewards from their. first in the s class of The Moo ste re of 
appearance in the Super Bowl, the Midway, as the Bears have 
especially the winners, who will been known for years, 
greatly enhance their value in off- But New England have proved 

ering themselves to companies for themselves opportunists, cap- 
commercial endorsements. itahsmg on a remarkable 16 ta- 


in addition, win or lose, the pla- novels in three playoff games. 


yers* pickings will be substantia], 
with members of the winning team 
each receiving 536,000 and the 
losers 518.000. 

There are stark contrasts bet- 
ween the two teams. One is from 
America’s heartland the other 
from the northeast, near Boston. 

Both head coaches are former 
star players, but the similarities 
stop there. Mike Ditka. coach of 
the Bears, is an intense, fiercely 
competitive man with a volcanic 
temperament, renowned for 
post-game tantrums after a par- 
ticularly bad defeat. 

His counterpart, -Raymond 
Berry, is a mild mannered, laconic 
coach who. in his first year at the 
helm, turned a team of perennial 
losers and malcontents into a win- 
ner. 

The Bears are a team with a 
mixture of established stars and 
some startling extroverts. Their 
offensive team features Walter 
Payton, who holds the NFL career 
record for running yardage, and 
quarterback Jim McMahon, a 
non -conformist who sports a 
“punk" haircut and usually wears 


In an era when the forward pass 
is used far more than the run, the 
Patriots, like the Bears, are a team 
whose offence is based on a sound 
r unn ing game, with Craig James 
leading aa array of four out- 
standing, if Little known, runners. 

The quarterback, Tony Eason, 
in his third season in the league, 
throws with great accuracy. His 
low-key, laid-back approach sha- 
rply contrasts with the flashy. out- 
spoken McMahon. 

Many feel that the key to the 
game will be the ability of the Pat- 
riots’ outstanding offensive line, 
led by veteran John Hannah, to 
open holes in the intimidating 
Bear defensive line for James and 
company and to protect Eason. 

The match has been sold out for 
weeks, even with tickets priced at 
575 each — 10 times that on the 
blade market. 

To televise Super Bowl I bet- 
ween the Green Bay Packers and 
the Kansas City Chiefs, National 
Broadcasting Company (NBC) 
and Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem (CBS) each paid the NFL one 
million dollars. - 


THE Daily Crossword byn^M 


information 
5 In Paris” 
10 EdenraaMant 
14 llaflcioijs 
16 Fry in fat 

16 Tra — 

17 Urban oBey 

18 Frtttan 

20 CurtaSed 
drastically 

21 PSadup 
29 Sounds of 


mmmm iiwiiia fauna 


aaaaa nnanana 


24 

Johnny 

25 

“— Msl 


34 Turner or 
Cantrell 

35 Pahoa 

36 Motorists' 
hecklers 


41 Contends 

42 Mournful song 

43 Colonists 

46 Boradfna 
way 

47 Be Indebted to 

48 Bar order 

49 MUeu 

53 Mora obnoxious 

58 Algerian port 

59 Way to swim 

61 Slue or groan 
color 

62 Glorify 

63 Profoundly 
Impressed 

64 Quercfne 
plants 

65 Ebb and neap 

66 Ri&ber stamp 
adjuncts 

DOWN 

1 Socialites 

2 Racetrack 

3 Type size 

4 B POE word 

5 Rayed flowers 

6 Ranch buddies 

7 Deeply regret 


iaa anaaaa 

aaaauHHi 

ammmu muuu 


Cm Trimma Mela Sanicaa, Inc. 
All Bwi Haa anad 


8 Adherents: 
suH. 

9 Naths of Riga 

10 Restaurant’ 

11 Standarani 

12 Gen. Robert — 

13 Alan or Cheryl 
18 Three — to 

thewfnd 
22 iacquaHna*s 
second 

25 Co ns c ious 

26 Consecutive 

27 Printer^ need 

28 Goes out with 

29 Extremi t ies 

30 lizzie (or one 

31 Brink 

32 Luxury 

33 WadbtgMrd 

34 Hideout 

37 First lady 

38 Most Indolent 

39 Bywsyof 

44 t n t er w oa vs s 

45 Before up or 
down 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Salved: 


RraoEi UHomra asian 
.nHran nnronn narin 
drannoranana rannni 
0HB hohii Hnaaaa 
ranaii anna 
owmoaQ noauanaa 
nnaBHQaaci uniran 
anna nnniaa anna 
naan anna nnnara 
o nngnnnn raaaHHH 
„ mr nanci anna 
nnanan naag ggg 
fionn aaganaanaa 
aaaa 

n^annaa agony 


46 Explosions 

48 Limb Joint 

49 Vagabond 

50 Diva's eolo 

51 AM a felon 

52 Urban 
transport 


54 Ambush . 

55 Buffalo BBTs 
state 

56 —out 
(barely made) 

57 Bright colors 
60 Scoundrel 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, JabaJ Amman, 
near Ahlfyyah Girls School 

Take away Is avaflaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

Dd 638968 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Eng rneers 1 Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

„ Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities . 

Open daily 12.i)0-3:30 p jn. 
6:30 - 'Midnight 



Cinema 


CONCORD 

Tel: 677420 

GOTCHA! 

(Colour) 


wm 


Pertxmuness - 330 . 630 . 630 :. 1030 j 



Cinema 




fel: 625155 

COMMANDO 


(Colour) 

Hrto r im n ew 3-30. fiJft a.» 


Cinema 

fl-HCJSSEiN 

Tel: 622112 

MAD MAX 


(Colour) 

eriormaneas. 1230. 3 30. M0, &' 


* Cl ae- Theatre* 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144 - 634149 

CLOSED AND 
SHORTLY WILL BE 
REOPENED 


Cinema 

RflGHfiDffN 

Tel; 622198 

HEROS OATH 

(Indian) 

(Colour) 

rowjo6s:»«& 33o. s.-ao, bm 


Mxte^bsbMMsanoss ■ 

Tel: 675573 

SAVE - WHAT CAN B 
SAVED 


PMtmwn tm -330, 630. 630u 


*%*?**?• 
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RATES 


arethe buying and seiBng rates for 
goTd~ agams tthe dollar ax midday on 
e.afi'bulfion. markets Wednesday. 





US. dollars 
1 •■■; pmadiatr dollars 
. West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
’■ Swiss francs 
Belgian francs . 

. French francs 
Italian lire 
-* - Japanese yen . 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
‘ Danish' crovvns 
, US. dollars - ■ 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


0OW:CI^--^S>are;.prKes._dosded higher with the weakness 
prou^rtirrg' gams in 1 major exporting companies and 


ws 3 smam^ams 5 iar v . 

.. : : ■: 

- 

" 20225*35, . •; . 

■:■?. 7.6515/65 .. 

^ •’■ 75915/65 ' ' ' : 
IMMSIMbOO 
'^hid-: -3M-.$0/3S2j0 -, 


.z ^endodTolyiray ^mrentshare- price levels as having taken ac coun t 
y^tiiefarea te bed risein UTCbase rates. At 1530 G VJT the FTSE 
ISdmdex was 31.8 up arJ3S9/J. 

^^^ticlosed 20p higherat 757 ancLBeecham rose 1 3p to 343. Oils 
!' -sawJLP. top higher at 563 while Shell added 4p to 665. 
V'rGo^mmeht'bonds sltowed'gains -of around 3/16 point. Banks 
' wre nfixed. Esufan ces-firme d while golds eased. North Americans 
; ; jifetie ■'mtfcdty 

Dlaxofirmed 50j> to 1610, Lucas rose 13p to 486, and GKN 
• >S(Bed?7p to 285. . 

T" ^^rR-hmsle d Zp higher at 363 bat moved to 373 in after hours 
^oUowing news it agreed to sell its wholly owned subsidiary Cor- 
:^h fl£Io suiance to Allianz group for £305 million. Group Lotus 
■ returned from suspension da Wednesday on news General Mot- 
* -■ ore "agreed to acq n ire a 58 per cent stake in the company, which 
ended, 9p higher at 129. Anglia Television dosed 4p up at 180 
rafter year resn Its. - ■’ 

r “ 1 Jh mixed banks'. Midland gained 8p to 442, after news it is to 
■-ereWe an Jrish banking group. . 


YOUR DAILY 


p froirv ttie Carroll RigMer Institute M 

FORECAST ffOR THURSDAY, JAN. 23, 1986 

-GENERAL TENDENCIES: Consider what you can 
do to-enlarge -the. scope of your personal happiness at 
: - home. lt isr a fine time to consider making private ar- 
'- Yangemeots to gain the intimate longings that are yours. 

ARIES^Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Study your dwelling and 
" Tpidw what you heed the most to make it more charm- 
- ■ mg ahd fun^tional, ‘and plan to get it soon. 

• - TAURUS J Apr. 20 to May 20) Study reports and 
statements, that are important regarding your business 
or personal activities. 

. v. GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Study your income from 
ahy work you age doing rad assume more interests. 
-- Show , thatvgou approve of fellow workers. 

> M.WN CHILDREN {June 22^ to Jul. 21) Ran your 
romantic outlete nahh wisely and get better results. Get 


(anrdyland iiannony at home. Show 

that yra ;au^ io" your family. 

- -^VlfKK^ An information- 

gafeheringlaiip-with-a goedfrietid can be helpful to you 
. b^tod^.Read ortstady. so that you can gain personal 


£ ElBRAyiSept. 23 to^OcLl22) An expert you consult 
couktlanghat the Way^cw are handling affairs but will 
give you excellent advice. :<>"•. 

T; SCORPIO (Oct: 23 to Nov; 2I) Study into new oppor- 


can. Take a little-trip to gain tjbemfonnation you need. 
- .SAGITTARJUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Have that 
private- talk with one in business so that you can have 
a fine plan under which Ut operate. 

V.:;CAFTUCORN (Dec. 22 tb Jap. 2)) If your associate 
i and yon need further data* ask.a good friend and get 
Get down^to facts and figures. • 

^QU ARIUS (Jra. 21to Feb. 19) Even if you . don’t 
-r p^hVj » rt, a bigwig studying the Way you perform your 
dutiesand will later assist yoo.' 
y PISCESfFeb. 20toMar_20) You havefine ideas how 
. to make 5 /our life more ideal so put them in operation 
today.. Rest up tonight and be happy. 

’ - EF YOUR (SHED ISBOENTODAY ... he or she will 
be desirous of understanding practical matters in 
hnsine^ TH& is a deep thinker here and will not brook 
-much mteiierence in private life, not even from parrats. 
"Give ajgtkxf teligidiis riaohmg early. . ■ 


FpitECAST FOB FRIDAY, JAN. 24, 1986 

’ GENERAL^ TENDENCIES: The daytime is very 
-good for preparing outlets which can be constructive for 
•you du ring the coming- weekend and this can start with 
sbmervei 3 r -satisfrat<Hy activity tonight 
/ ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A good day to invite 
, friends in' rad tonight you can gamer the data you need. 
Adding new activities soon will help you to express fine 
talents you seldom use. 

‘ .TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Handling cor- 
: resppnd®pce thoug htfully and wisely can bringyou the 
results to make your life more successful in the future. 
. -GEMINI -(May - 21 to June 21) Study your practical 
ny-pR wdl first .and then contact those who are experts 
m. business who can be of assistance to you. 

■" MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Do whatever 
.wiD improve your health. Have the right conditions 
about you. and you will feel happier. 

LEO (Jot 22 to Aug. 21) Think over your secret am- 
biticms and make plans to gain them, and tonight yon 
can take .the initial steps. - 
v-VIRGO tAng: 22 to S^it, 22) Plan which friends you 
-wrat-to b3 with nver -the week en d, and then contact 
t hem rad make appointments. Be with selected ones. 

ISeirt: 23 to OcL 22) Finish outside career 
work and; then.f impress bigwigs favorably with your 
ibfifi^^Chid abbut town rad have a good time. - 
l^^ORPIOJO^. ; ; ^to'Nov. 2I)lFmd a novd way of 
Bevelopingr and : becoming more, prosperous and put it 
to .Wrk qnfcJcfyl Fkn a Httie fcr^J. 

^AGEfTARIGS (Nov. 22 to Dec, 21) Get rid of 
^deternng your pragrsss todey and get into 
biOrte lucrative outlets. • - -- i. . 

i^^ICORN. £Dac., 22 to Jaxi: ^ Don’t be irked 
St^Bj,se.yonr partners' may act emotionally, and then 
come to a better accord with them, 
>^A^UAiUUS (JaiL 21to Feb. 19) Get the week's work 
\gith. flourish and fed satisfied and happy. 

PKGES/tFeb. 2B to Mar. 20) ■ Conv»sing with 


China announces biggest 
trade deficit in history 


PEKING (R) — China reported 
the biggest trade deficit in its his- 
tory Wednesday but failed to ann- 
ounce new measures to restrict 
soaring imports. 

Mr. Huang Wen jun. spokesman 
of the ministry of foreign eco- 
nomic relations, told a news con- 
ference the deficit rose last year to 
. ^7.6J bObon from the previous 
record of SI .1 billion in 1984. 

He said China planned to sell 
more oil. coal and farm products 
this year, as well as improving thc 
quality and packaging of its man- 
ufactured goods to tiy to raise 
export earnings. 

But he did not announce any 
new steps to curb imports, which 
rose nearly one-third last year 
over 1984. Exports rose less than 
six per tx-nt over the same period. 

Japan . which sel Is inore to 
'China than any other country, 
accounted for over half the deficit. 
Chinese leaders have repeatedly 
told Japan they will not tolerate a 
third year of deficit in J 986. 

Mr. Huang said China would 
not take any new steps to cut imp- 
orts from Japan, apart from con- 
tinuing tight curbs on Japanese 


consumer goods introduced in the 
middle of last year. 

"If a product is made dom- 
estically. China will usually not 
import it.” he said. 

China would use its foreign exc- 
hange to buy technology and equ- 
ipment to increase its export cap- 
acity and for key projects in ene- 
rgy. communicatkm.s and tra- 
nsport. he said. 

A shake-up in Mr. Huang’s min- 
istiy earlier this month, in which 
two deputy ministers lost their 
jobs, was in line with China’s eff- 
orts to replace older men with 
younger ones and had nothing to 
do with the deficit, he said. 

One western diplomat told 
Reuters that China had no alt- 
ernative but to apply tight res- 
trictions on imports this year. 

“Prices uf its major exports like 
oil and coal are falling and textiles 
face rising protectionism in key 
markets,” he said. 

’“The blame for its record deficit 
rests with a nationwide loss of con- 
trol over trade management last 
year. China cannot Name its tra- 
ding partners for it. It cannot ret- 
aliate against them for its own fau- 
lts.” he added. 


Experts urge building new 
Arab petrochemical plants 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Arab officials are urging 
the construction of new petrochemical plants in then- 
countries despite a glut on world markets. 


Inflation hits 66-year high in 
beleagueured South Africa 


JOHANNESB URG (R) — South 
African inflation has soared to its 
highest level for 65 years and eco- 
nomists TUesday voiced fears 
about the impact of price rises cm 
the beleaguered economy. 

The steep rise in the rate of inf- 
lation announced Tuesday to an 
annualised 18.45 percentin Dec- 
ember from just under 17 percent 
in November — took many eco- 
nomists by surprise. 

Mr. Rob Lee, chief economist 
for a South African insurance 
group, called the rise "pretty dis- 
turbing.” The December figure 
was the highest since 1920, when 
the country was caught in a wor- 
ldwide inflationary spiral after 
World War I, he told Reuters. 

"Ifs a bit of .a shock ” said an 
economist at a major South Afr- 
ican bank who declined to be 
named. "We didn’t expect it to go 
op rhis far.” 

South Africa’s economy has hit 


serious trouble, due mainly to int- 
ernational pressure after months 
of violent black protest in its 
racially-zoned townships. 

Lobbies against apartheid race 
discrimination have pressed mul- 
tinational companies to pull their 
money out of the country and for- 
eign bankers have cut credit lines 
amid fears for South Africa's pol- 
itical stability. 

This has forced the country’s 
currency, the rand, down from 85 
US. cents in March 1984 to just 
over 35 cents last August, pushing 
up the price of imported goods 
dramatically. 

The authorities imposed a par- 
tial freeze on debr capital rep- 
ayments in September, and the 
rand has since recovered to above 
43 cents. But economists expect 
inflation to remain high as the for- 
eign debt crisis fails to stop an ant- 
icipated domestic upswing. 


The startup of massive pet- 
rochemical installations thr- 
oughout the Arab World has alr- 
eady scat shudders through ind- 
ustrialised countries, prompting 
import tariffs. 

But experts at a petrochemical 
conference here this week said 
there are still several kinds of pet- 
rochemicals under-produced by 
Arab concerns, despite solid dem- 
and within their own market. 

They advocated integrating 
Arab oil-based industry across a 
whole spectrum — from the oil 
well to plastic hags. 

"The intention is to utilise ava- 
ilability of the local market.” said 
Sheikh Abdullah A! Moajil. 
secretary-genera) of the Gulf 
Organisation for Industrial Con- 
sulting (GOIC). one of the org- 
anisers of the conference. 

"That doesn't exclude the pos- 
siblity of looking at the export 
market But young industries can- 
not compete in the international 
market until you have a fou- 
ndation. and we can build thar 
foundation in the local market.” 
he told Reuters. 

While such plants would not ini- 
tially sell much to industrialised 
countries, by replacing imports 
from developed countries they 
could cause new concern in Wes- 
tern firms already being forced to 
close factories. 

Arab officials say they have a 
right at least to fill Arab demand 
without worrying about the imp- 
act elsewhere. 

A new generation of plants 
could cost several billion dollars, 
though it would only represent a 
fraction — 10 to 20 per cent on 
one estimate — of existing Arab 


capacity. 

Conference delegates showed a 
wide range of "downstream ind- 
ustries" —closer to the consumer 
— into which the Arabs could 
expand. Bahraini Industry Min- 
ister Yousef Shirawi opened the 
three-day session on Monday with 
a cal! to invest directly in pet- 
rochemical plants in the agr- 
icultural sector. 

Scientists at the conference said 
it is possible and economically fea- 
sible to manufacture protein-rich 
animal feed from methanol simply 
by adding yeast or bacteria. 

Another organisation group, 
Arab Industrial Development 
Organisation (AlDO). described 
"enormous potential for exp- 
ansion and the development of the 
plastics industry.” 

AIDO said the average West 
European used about 50 times as 
much plastic as the average Arab, 
who is therefore expected to inc- 
rease his consumption sig- 
nificantly. 

"It is dear that an integrated 
pan-Arab plan must be adopted to 
organise toe production of pri- 
mary plastics." it added. 

Mr. Mustafa Nader of toe 
Damascus-based Arab Fed- 
eration for Textile Industry dec- 
lared: '“There are ample opp- 
ortunities for establishing a syn- 
thetic fibre industry based on coo- 
rdination among toe Arab cou- 
ntries....*' polyester fibre is one 
example. 

Others urged investment in 
industries to make synthetic rub- 
ber. detergents and paints. 

Delegates said Arab industry 
should also branch into a new 
range of basic, upstream pet- 


Bank takes Galadari Brothers 
to court to recover i>84 million 


■ DUB AT( R) —Union Bank of the 
Middle East (UBME), biggest 
creditor of toe Dubai trading 
house A-RJE. Galadari Brothers, 
has taken toe group to court for 
recovery of loans totalling 310 
million dirhams (b84J> million), 
banking sources said Tuesday. 

Hearing of toe case against Gal- 
adari Brothers, which owed 19 
banks a total 900 mil bon dirhams 
(>245 million) when its Dubai 
bank subsidiary was takeo over by 
UBME last year, has been set for 
Jan. 26. 

Banking soruces said the move 
by government-controlled 
UBME, which has already acq- 
uired shares and property from 
toe group’s owners, may trigger 
similar action from a syndicate of 
eight banks led by Citibank, owed 
-^>68 milli on. 


Settlement Of about 100 million 
dirhams (V272 million) has been 
reached so far with four banks. ‘ 

. Three of them. Standard Cha- 
rtered, Toronto Dominion and 
Amsterdam- Rotterdam Bank, 
accepted 38 to 40 per cent of then- 
dues in settlement. 

The fourth. National Bank of 
Abu Dhabi, agreed after pro- 
longed court action to a four-year 
quarterly repayment schedule 
with interest waived on a loan of 
12 J million dirhams (S3. 4 mil- 
lion). 

Banking sources said Galadari 
Brothers were also negotiating 
with Bankers Trust and Arab 
Asian Bank for similar set- 
tlements before UBME decided 
to ga to court. 


jus: cMimaie — oi existing /vran ‘augt wi uasn.. k ' -1 


Profits of prominent Saudi 
bank drop by 80.1 per cent 

JEDDAH (R) —Saudi Arabia’s National Commercial Back (NCB) 
Wednesday reported an 80.1 per cent drop in profits for toe islamir 
year ended Sept. 14, 1985. 

The bank, the largest privately-owned bank in the Middle East 
earned 99.6 million rivals (S273 million) in the Islamic year 1405. 
down from 499.5 mil non (S136B million) toe previous year. 

Its balance sheet showed NCB made provisions of 691 million 
riyals (S189 mfifibn) against possible losses, up from 425 million 
(SI 16 million) in -1404. - -- 

Profits of Saudi banks have been hit recently by increases in bad 
loans resulting from the drop in ofl revenues and toe resultant dow- 
nturn in toe local economy. 

Total income rose to 4.90 billion riyals (SI 34 bDhon) from 4.68 
bflfion ($138 billion) butassets of the bank fell to 55.47 billion riyals 
($ 1 5 30 billion) from 57.62 billion (M5.79 billion. 

Guarantees, letters of credit and other obligations fell to 29.90 
billion riyals ($8.19 billioD)from 33.02 billion ($9.04 billion), while 
loans and advances rose to 20.97 billion ($5.75 billion) from 20.03 
billion ($5.45 billion). 

Customer deposits fell to 43.61 billion riyals ($ 1 1 .95 billion) from 
4433 bflBon (S1228 billion), toe balance sheet showed. 


Alusuisse expects shocking losses 

ZURICH (R) — Alusuisse, one of the world’s leading alu minium 
producers, replaced its two top executives Tuesday after reporting 
shock trading losses for 1985. The company could not pay sha- 
reholders a dividend this year. Alusuisse Iras yet to reveal how much 
it lost last year. Its crisis was caused primarily by weak world alu- 
rainrum markets and problems in moving into other business. 


rochemicals. such as chemicals 
derived from naphtha, a refined 
oil product. 

Most Arab petrochemical ind- 
ustries have been based so far on 
natural gas like ethane and met- 
hane, but some downstream pro- 
ducts cannot be made without 
naphtha -based chemicals. 

"We have gone too far in pro- 
ducing just ethylene and met- 
hanol,” said Mr. Ali Atiga, 
secretary -genera I of the Org- 
anisation of Arab Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries. 

"We have to use naphtha. We 
want to produce other products,” 
Mr. Atdga said, reiterating a call 
for "a balanced petrochemical 
industry.” 

EC tariffs under 
sharp attack 

Meanwhile, the spate of duties 
imposed by toe European Com- 
munity (EC) on Gulf pet- 
rochemicals in recent weeks was 
described as evidence of a "new 
hard-line protectionist” approach 
by a senior Saudi official in Riy- 
adh. 

Mr. Ibrahim A. Sal amah, vice 
chairman and managing director 
of the Saudi Arabian Basic Ind- 
ustries Corporation (SABIt ), 
said in a statement: "These tariffs 
come as a total surprise to SABIC 
in that they represent a major shift 
in EC policies towards imports of 
Arab-produced petrochemicals." 

Between Jan. 6 and 13 the EC 
Commission reimposed tariffs on 
linear low-density polyethyelene. 
high-density polyethyelene and 
methanol. 

' Mr. Salamah said: "It is ala- 
rming to note that last year, the 
EC waited seven months to imp- 
ose tariffs on these products under 
the generalised system of pre- 
ferences, while this year, it took 


Commission only five days to 
impose duties on linear low- 
density polyethelene followed 
soon after by the imposition of tar- 
iffs on high-density polyethelene 
and methanol. 

"These new developments cle- 
arly indicate that toe continuous 
protectionist sentiments and pol- 
icies of toe EC against Saudi Ara- 
bia’s growing petrochemical ind- 
ustry still prevail, even though the 
kingdom continues with its liberal 
free-trade attitude towards EC 
exports. Some 55 per cent of all 
chemical imports to Saudi Arabia 
originate from the EC and most 
enter duty-free.” 

Mr. Salamah charged that the 
new levels set by the EC "are ext- 
remely low and do not reflect the 
volume of production in Saudi 
Arabia, or a reasonable EC mar- 
ket share.” 

He said toe European CouncD 
pf toe Chemical Manufacturers 
Federation (CEFIC) had taken a 
leading role in effectively shaping 
and influencing protectionist pol- 
icies. ignoring European con- 
sumer interests and toe EC’S 
major trading partners in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC-)- 

Mr. Salamah said GCC-EC 
negotiations were the best fra- 
mework to solve their differences, 
but since negotiations began, the 
EC Commission had adopted a 
hard line and shown less flexibility 
in meeting GCC demands for bet- 
ter market access to the EC. 

"It seems that toe EC would 
like to continue having European 
producers enjoy duty-free access 
to toe GCC market, while denying 
GCC producers similar actess to 
Europe," he observed. 

On Sunday toe GCC said that 
toe new tariffs violated toe spirit 
of toe Luxembourg agreement 
between the two groups. * 


Treasury Department fines 
Bank of America $4.75m 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
US. government on Tuesday lev- 
ied a record $4.75 millio n penalty 
against Bank of America, toe cou- 
ntry's largest bank, for failin g to 
report large currency transactions 
as required by law. 

The Treasury Department said 
the bank, headquartered in San 
Francisco, bad committed more 
than 17, 000 violations of the Bank 
Secrecy Act, which requires banks 
to report all cash transactions 
above $10,000. 

The fine is the largest civil pen- 
alty the department has imposed 
on a finan cial institution for vio- 
lations of the reporting law, top- 
ping the record of $2 25 million in 
penalties levied against Crocker 
National Bank of San Francisco. 

In announcing toe penalty aga- 
inst Bank of America. Treasury 
Department officials said that 
auditors from the Office of toe 
Comptroller of toe Currency had 
uncovered extensive reporting 
^violations during an examination 
of toe bank in spring 1985. 

The statement announcing toe 


agreement on a civil penalty said 
the bank had "cooperated fully 
with Treasury in developing toe 
scope of its liability.” 

Mr. Francis A. Keating n, ass- 
istant treasury seen; tap* for enf- 
orcement and operations, said: 
"The violations tty Bank of Ame- 
rica were widespread throughout 
the units and branch system of the 
bank." ^ 

‘‘While Treasury has no inf- 
ormation that the bank engaged in 
criminal activity in connection 
with these violations, it is certain 
that given toe volume and nature 
of violations, the non-filing of inf- 
ormation about cash transactions 
deprived toe government of tim- 
ely law enforcement leads in drug, 
tax and other investigations ” 

The Bank Secrecy Act is des- 
igned to give law enforcement off- 
icials a tool to investigate cases, 
such as drug smuggling that inv- 
olve large sums of cash. 

Since early last year, toe Tre- 
asury Department has been pur- 
suing a crackdown of bank fai- 
flures to comply with the law. 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



HELIA MUTT THIS 
IS JEFF/ 1 JUST 
WANT TO WISH 

you a happy 
NEW YEAR/ 


VtoU CALLED ALL THE 
WAY FROM NEW VORK 
TO CALIFORNIA JUST 


BOV THIS CALL IS 
GONNA COST YOU 
A PRETTY PENNY/ 


I heard that your car battery died. I'm 
bringing all my batteries over 
for a funeral." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 





ANOTHER NAME - 
FOR THAT 
MUCH TALKED* 
ABOUT BABY BOOM. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow 

WELSH QUAIL YELLOW CAVORT 

What sort of conversation was going on at 
the library?— A VERY "LOW" ONE 
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3 Sikh defendants 
sentenced to death in 
Gandhi murder trial 


Tm rpsn A V-FKIDA Y JANUARY 23-24,1^ 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — AH three Sikh def- 
endants in the Indira Gandhi murder trial were 
sentenced to death on Wednesday after hearing that 
lasted 254 days. 


Describing the Oct. 31. 1984, 
killing as a “rarest of rare'" off- 
ences Judge Mahesh Chandra said 
the three deserved the extreme 
penalty. "He did not set a date for 
the execution and defence lawyers 
said they would appeal to higher 
courts within a week. 

Unprecedented security sur- 
rounded the close of the trial 
which started on May 13. 1985 
and was held in a small, makeshift 
courtroom in Delhfs TThar jail. 

Judge Chandra ann ounced the 
defendants were guilty at 11.20 
a.m. local time and exactly one 
hour later pronounced the death 
sentence by hanging, setting oft 
sobbing among relatives in court. 

He was listened to in silence by 
the accused, the late prime min- 
ister's bodyguards Satwant Singh 
and Baibir Singh and civil servant 
Ke ha r Singh. They all had pleaded 

not guilty. 

The three Sikhs sat dressed in 
suits on a rough wooden bench in a 
bulletproof enclosure and showed 
no signs of emotion until the judge 
left the room. 

Judge Chandra told the court 
that the prosecution “established 
beyond all reasonable doubt" that 
the Sikhs had conspired to kill 
Mrs. Gandhi. 

‘The present case is one of the 
rarest of the rare." Judge Chandra 
said. “The extreme penalty of 


death sentence is called for and I 
accordingly sentence Satwant 
Singh, Kehar Singh and Balbir 
Singh to death." 

The judge did not specify the 
method of execution, but hanging 
is the legal form of capital pun- 
ishment in India. 

The second assassin, security 
guard Beam Singh, was shot dead 
at the scene by police commandos. 

The judge read out the verdict 
in a low voice in less than five min- 
utes and then asked the three acc- 
used Sikhs, standing with exp- 
ressionless faces, whether they 
had anything to say. 

“I am innocent. That is all I 
have to say.” said Balbir Singh 
first. The other two repeated his 
words. 

Defence lawyers were not pre- 
sent when the judge pronounced 
the defendants guilty. He then left 
the court and returned one hour 
later to pass the death sentences, 
by which time defence counsel 
were in court. 

The prosecution said the Sikhs 
conspired to kill the prime min- 
ister in retaliation for the army 
assault on the Golden Temple in 
Amritsar in June 1984. Mrs. Gan- 
dhi ordered the raid to drive out 
armed extremists and separatists 
using the shrine as a sanctuary and 
command post. About 1 .200 peo- 
ple died in the battle. 


Reagan optimistic of progress 
at disarmament conference 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President Reagan has forecast an 
accord this year at the Stockholm 
conference on European dis- 
armament despite Soviet opp- 
osition to proposals on monitoring 
troop movements in Europe. 

A White House statement on 
Tuesday quoted Mr. Reagan as 
expressing satisfaction with pro- 
gress in the last round of the con- 
ference “and my belief that an 
accord with important imp- 
lications for the overall East-West 
relationship can be achieved there 
this year." 

Following a meeting with Mr. 
Reagan, the chief U.S. delegate to 
the conference. Robert Barry, 
told reporters it was hoped the 
substance of an agreement could 
be in place by July IS. leaving the 


final session to working out text 
language. 

The 35-nation Stockholm talks, 
formally known as the Conference 
on Security and Confidence Bui- 
lding Measures and Disarmament 
in Europe, have been under way 
since January 1984. They are 
aimed at reducing the risk of sur- 
prise attack or accidental war. The 
new round starts next Tuesday. 

At their summit last November 
Mr. Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev pledged eff- 
orts to reach a successful con- 
clusion of the conference. 

But Mr. Barry said the question 
of allowing inspectors to provide 
information about movements of 
military forces remained a key 
area of dispute. 


North Sri Lankan residents 
protest against security forces 


COLOMBO (R) — Shops 1 rent- eatedly mortared by Tamil 
ained shuttered and most people rrillas fighting fora separate! 
stayed home on W ednesday in the People living nearby have ex 
northern Sri Lankan city of Jaffna ressed fear that the zone woi 


northern Sri Lankan city of Jaffna 
in protestat actions by the security 
forces there, residents said. 

They told Reuters by telephone, 
that about 300 businessmen mar- 
ched to the main government off- 
ice and presented a petition urging 
the removal of a security zone 
around the city's main military 
camp and the withdrawal of tro- 
ops. 

About 250 women, members of 

a local group called the Mothers' 
Front. picketed the office and sto- 
pped officials entering, the res- 
idents said. No incidents were 
reported. 

A i .000-metre security zone 
was imposed around Jaffna fort 
last week after the base was rep- 


affect normal civilian life. 

At least 1,000 people, mostly 
Muslim, held a march on Tuesday 
to protest against the zone. Mus- 
lims make up less than two per 
cent of Jaffna's mainly Tamil pop- 
ulation. 

Newspapers said last week 
three civilians were killed and 15 
wounded in gunbattles between 
guerrillas and troops near the 
base. Security forces were unable 
to confirm the report. 

President Junius Jayewardene 
was quoted as saying that his sec- 
urity forces were getting aid and 
training from Britain, Pakistan 
and Israel. 
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A MATTER OF ACCURACY 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4KJ752 
*AJ10 
v A Q 52 
«4 


WEST 
*9 
*7 962 
O J 1087 
♦ KQ1065 


EAST 
#106 
? QB543 
■> K9 
♦ J972 


SOUTH 
# AQ843 
7K7 
0 643 
« A83 


Tbe bidding; 



Sooth 

West 

North 

East 

1 « 

Pose 

4 NT 

Paaa 

5 ? 

Pass 

5 NT 

Pass 

6 0 

Peas 

6 * 

Paaa 

Pass 

Peas 



Opening 1 lead: King of +. 



There has been electronic scoring 
ol tournament bridge for some time. 
Now there is an Electronic Bridge 
Scorepad for rubber bridge. Sitting 
south on this deal was Allen Stone 
of Chicago, vice-president of Tri- 
Sigma Corpn who developed the 
scoring device. 

After Stone opened the bidding 
with one spade, his partner wasted 
no time. When Blaekwood revealed 
that his side held all the aces hut 
was missing two kings. North sub- 
sided in a small slam. South had no 


reason to bid any more. 

Against six spades West made 
his normal lead of the king of clubs. 
It might seem that the slam hinged 
either on a successful diamond 
finesse or guessing which defender 
held the queen of hearts. Declarer 
found another, and in this case more 
effective, line. 

He won the ace of clubs and im- 
mediately ruffed a club in dummy. 
He returned to hand with the queen 
or trumps to ruff his last club, then 
he came to hand wiLh the ace of 
trumps, in the process drawing the 
last of the defenders' trumps, and 
led a diamond to the ace. Now he 
came back to his hand with the king 
of hearts to lead a diamond up to 
the queen. 

In effect, this was the equivalent 
of a finesse. If West held the king of 
diamonds, he would either have to 
rise with the king or else the table's 
queen would win. Stone's play 
would gain, however, when the 
cards lay as in the diagram— al- 
though the diamond finesse lost. 
East was end played when he won 
the king. He either had to yield a 
ruff-sluff or else lead into the 
board's heart tenace. Either way, 
declarer would lose only one dia- 
mond. 

It took only a few punches on the 
scorepad's buttons to Sod out that 
Stone's play had earned him a rub- 
ber of 9 points. 


Thousands flee Kampala in fear of guerrillas 


The main defence lawyer. Pran 
Nath Lekhi, alleged throughout 
the trial that Mrs. Gandhi was kil- 
led in a family conspiracy inv- 
olving her son and successor, 
Rajiv Gandhi. He claimed, wit- 
hout offering proof, that the real 
killers escaped and the defendants 
were chosen as scapegoats bec- 
ause they were Sikhs. 

“This trial is a farce upon a 
farce," Mr. Lekhi told reporters 
after the veidict and sentencing. 
“The trial itself wasa conspiracy.- 
the judge is bent on raping the law. 
... no neck is safe in India the way 
this trial was conducted ... only the 
hangman is not here." 

Before the j udge announced the 
sentences. Mr. Lekhi introduced 
an application asking that several 
defence witnesses, including Rajiv 
Gandhi, be called to testify. 

Mr. Lekhi said he could prove 
that the assassination occurred 1 5 
minutes earlier than the gov- 
ernment claims and that a getway 
car for the “real assassins" was 
permitted to escape. 

The abrupt end of the trial was 
as controversial as the many legal 
points raised durmg the frequently 
adjourned hearings which were 
marked by bitter exchanges bet- 
ween the defence and Judge Cha- 
.ndra. 

Judge Chandra, who delivered 
his 260-page judgment only one 
week after Mr. Lekhi concluded 
the defence arguments, had been 
expected to consider the sen- 
tencing for up to a week. 


Pyongyang , 
Moscow 
satisfied 
over ties 

MOSCOW (R) — North Korean 
leader Kim D-Sung and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze expressed satisfaction 
with bilateral relations when they 
met in North Korea on Tuesday, 
the official Soviet news agency 
TASS said. 

In a report from Pyongyang, 
TASS said their meeting took 
place in a warm and friendly atm- 
osphere. 

Mr. Shevardnadze flew to 
North Korea from Japan on Sun- 
day, TASS said. 

Mr. Kim declared his support 
for the new Soviet disarmament 
proposals, announced by Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev last 
Wednesday, suggesting the eli- 
mination of nuclear weapons tty 
the end of the century. 

TASS said he also gave a "pos- 
itive" assessment of the Soviet 
Union's call for a comprehensive 
approach to security problems in 
Asia. 

Soviet Television showed Mr. 
Kim and Mr. Shevardnadze seated 
and flanked by officials. 

ted States and South Korea for 
joint military manoeuvres starting 
on Feb. 10, saying this would far- 
ther worsen tension in the Korean 
Peninsula. 

On Monday, North Korean 
Foreign Minister Kim Yong-Nam 
said at a reception for Mr. She- 
vardnadze that the peninsula was 
veiy tense and warned of the dan- 
ger of a new war there. 


KAMPALA (R) — Thousands of 
people fled the Uganda capital 
Kampala on Wednesday in panic 
after hearing reports that gue- 
rrillas of the National Resistance 
Army (NRA) were near the city 
boundaries, eyewitnesses said. 

Shops and offices closed and the 
eyewitnesses said government 
troops had mounted heavy guns 
only about one kilometre from 
the city centre. 

Clashes were reported at Nat- 
ete, 10 kilometres away. 

Residents said helicopter gun- 
ships were strafing the (NRA) 
guerrillas at Natete. 

Large numbers of government 
soldiers began pouring into the 
city from the Natete area, com- 
mandeersog cars and forcing dv- 


Other residents said’ the troops 
bad been driven back by the NRA, 
and that they had heard artillery 
fire close to the city earlier Wed- 
nesday morning. 

The latest report of panic in 
Kampala is only one in a series 
that has gripped the troubled cap- 
ital in the last few days following 
dashes in nearby villages. Tho- 
usands of people have already fled 
to churches and mosques for safr 
ety. 

Kampala residents described 
the atmosphere as extremely ner- 
vous and said there were wid- 
espread fears that the NRA was 
planning a military assault on the 
capital. 

The government and NRA sig- 
ned a peace agreement in Nairobi 


itians to hand over their clothes on Dec. 17. but it has had little 
and other possessions, they said, effect and each side blames the 


other for breaking the accord. 

Head of state General Tito 
Ofcello has accused the NRA of 
attackmg government troops m 
violation of the peace pact, while 
foe guerrillas said on Sunday they 
had d rival government soldiers 
out of five areas dose to Kampala 
because foe troops were con- 
tinuing to kill and harass rivSians. 

Despite foe peace accord, foe 
NRA has indicated its guerrillas 
would mount a military assault on 
Kampala if the government did 
not bring its undtsep lined troops 
under control. 

The NRA controls southwest 
Uganda where its militants have a 
reputation for discipline. 

The rebels have refused to take 
up seven seats on the ruling mil- 
itary council, which they accepted 
under foe peace agreement. 



Princess Stephanie ‘worst-dressed’ woman 

'SMSSS s 

Blackwell But her sister. Princess Caroline, made the l^s Ang- 
eles designer's list of the 10 best-dressed 

Princess Diana, who headed the worst-dressed bst in 1983. Bnfcsh 
actress Joan Collins of television’s “Dynasty' 
on this year’s list of worst-dressed women. She topped foe list in 
1984 and was fifth last year. Blackwell suggested she mgfat be a 
trifle plump. Blackwell known professional ty as Mr. Blackwell, 
issued his annual worst-dressed list at an Atlantic City casino 
hotel The nominees, including some of his comments: J. Princess 
Stephanie -—“her royal unisex wardrobe entitles her to use either 
bathroom.'’ 2. Joan Collins -"One more pushupand she 11 have 
three chins.” 4. Singer Madonna —“Skid row's nomination fora 
poverty party centrepiece context.” 4. Singer Tma Turner — 
“Some women dress for men. some dress for women, some dress 
for laughs.” 


Death toll goes up in S. African clash Los Angeles AIDS centre to close 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
death toll in a South African tow- 
nship clash in which two white pol- 
icemen died rose to six on Wed- 
nesday as police reported they had 
found foe bodies of two more 
black men. 

Police said Tuesday two white 
officers from their force were sta- 
bbed to death after hying to break 
up a 500-strong blade crowd hol- 
ding an “Alegar meeting at Wes- 
tonaria, west of Johannesburg. 

Two black men were found, 
dead near foe policemen’s riot 
vehicle Tuesday night, and ano- 


Lesotho, 

S. Africa 
seek to 
normalise 
relations 

MASERU (R) — High-level talks 
between officials of Lesotho’s new 
military government and South 
Africa on Tuesday were aimed at 
normalising strained relations 
between the two countries, official 
Radio Lesotho confirmed on 
Wednesday. 

The government of Major- i 
General Justin Lekhanya. who 
toppled Prime Minister Chief 
Leabua Jonathan m a bloodless 
coup on Monday, sent Evans tus 
Sekhonyana for the talks with 
South African Foreign Minister 
Pflc Botha in Cape Town. 

Mr. Sekhonyana once held the 
posts of foreign minister and eco- 
nomic affairs minister. 

The radio said he briefed Mr. 
Botha on Lesotho’s political sit- 
uation and foe two men exc- 
hanged views which were likely to 
reduce tension and lead to a “pol- 
icy of good neighbour! iness” bet- 
ween Maseru aid Pretoria. 

It said foe talks took account of 
Lesotho's economic dependence 
on South Africa, which totally sur- 
rounds foe tiny African enclave. 

Radio Lesotho, virtually foe 
only source of information about 
events in Lesotho since the coup, 
had earlier announced foe start of 
the talks. 

Western diplomats in Lesotho's 
capital of Maseru told Reuters 
Tuesday's meeting was apparently 
the second between the two gov- 
ernments. 

South African Deputy Foreign 
Affairs Director Neil Van Hee- 
rden flew to Maseru shortly after 
the military takeover on Monday 
for similar but unannounced talks, 
they said. 

They said Lesotho’s new lea- 
ders were apparently anxious to 
avoid policies of confrontation 
with Pretoria adopted by the ous- 
ted administration. 


Greenpeace drops plans 
to establish polar base 


WELLINGTON (R) — The Gre- 
enpeace Antarctic expedition said 
on Wednesday it bad abandoned 
plans to set up a base camp after 
impenetrable pack ice blocked a 
landing on the Southern Con- 
tinent. 

Expedition director Peter Wil- 
kinson told Reuters by radio link 
that establishing a base camp bef- 
ore the short summer ends in Feb- 
ruary was now impossible even if 
the environmental group’s fla- 
gship could force a passage thr- 
ough the unseasonally heavy pack 
ice. 

“Time has run out for us.” Mr. 
Wilkinson said. 

A helicopter from foe ship Gre- 
enpeace was stQ! searching for a 
passage to Ross Island, he said. 

“We still will try and get in if 
we can. We want to do an aerial 
survey and gain as much local 
knowledge and experience of the 
area and potential base sites for 
when we come return next year.” 

The Greenpeace, a converted 
tug. was forced to turn back Tue- 
sday night by thick ice and when 
Mr. Wilkinson spoke it was 1 6 kil- 
ometres north of the island. 

Mr. Wfikmson said foe exp- 
edition was continuing to be cau- 
tious in its bid to make landfall 
particularly after the ship Sou- 
thern Quest sank last week in the 


Ross Sea. The Southern Quest 
was supporting the footsteps of 
Scott expedition to the South 
Pole. 

“The sinking brought home to 
us very graphically just bow dan- 
gerous this environment is.” Mr. 
WAkinson said. 

The expedition planned to set 
up a base camp on Ross Island to 
track its campaign to have the con- 
tinent declared a world park. 

New Zealand Antarctic off- 
icials and the UJS. and Australian 
governments have criticised the 
expedition, saying it is .dan- 
gerously ill-equipped. 

New Zealand officials on Wed- 
nesday declined to comment on 
Greenpeace's abandoning of foe 
miss km and a spokesman for the 
US. “Operation Deep Freeze "‘in 
Antarctica was unavailable. 

The crew were disappointed but 
philosophical about the aborted 
mission, Mr. WAkinson said. 

“But it has focussed attention 
on the Antarctic and has str- 
engthened our resolve to get it 
declared a world park," he said. 

The Greenpeace, which started 
its voyage in Sydney in mid- 
December. will remain in the Ross 
Sea region for another week to 10 
days before returning to Auc- 
kland, he said.. 


ther two bodies were found nea- 
rby on Wednesday. Police arr- 
ested 52 black men. 31 of whom 
were taken to hospital with gun- 
shot wounds. 

Reinforcements rushed to the 
area Tuesday night came under 
fire from people in the crowd 
armed with pistols and shotguns 
taken from the dead policeman, a 
police spokesman said. 

Residents said Westonaria's 
Bekkersdal township, near the 
scene of the dash, was tense on 
Wednesday, with a heavy police 
presence and many people staying 


home from work. 

Police said Tuesday they were 
searching the area for their att- 
ackers, after the .crowd fled into 
Bekkersdal from the nearby field 
where they had been meeting. 

The incident was the worst inv- 
olving white police casualties in 
nearly two years of black protest 
violence. 

Nearly all of the J.060 victims 
of foe unrest have been blacks, kil- 
led in dashes with police or mur- 
dered by radicals who accuse them 
of collaboratmg with the' apa- 
rtheid race disenmination system. 


London kidnap suspect held 
without bail in New York 


NEW YORK (R) — A suspect in 
the London kidnapping of the bro- 
ther of one of foe world's richest 
men. was ordered held without 
bail on Tuesday on kidnap cha- 
rges. 

Mustafa Zein, 43, a Lebanese 
national and an antiques dealer in 
Manhattan, was arrested on Sat- 
urday by FBI agents acting oa 
behalf of Scotland Yard. 

He is accused of arranging on 
behalf of the kidnappers for a 53 
mil Boa ransom to be paid for foe 
release of Mohammad Sadiq Al 
Tajir, the brother of foe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) amb- 
assador to London who is rep- 
ortedly worth 53 billion. 

Sadiq, 44, was kidnapped on 
Jan. 6 and held' for 1J aays in a 
London house. British police said 
be was chained to a bed for i 1 
days and bad been drugged and 
forced to wear a mask. 

After the ransom was delivered, 
Sadiq’s captors vanished and be 


staggered onto the street, dra- 
gging foe bed fra me to which he 
was still chained. 

Mr. Zein, who lives in a lux- 
urious Manhattan apartment, was 
initially identified as “Mr. X" by 
Scotland Yaid. 

Police tapped foe ambassador's 
phone and foe court heard on 
Tuesday that Mr. Zein telephoned 
foe anfoassador from New York 
on Jan. 7 and said he represented 
the kidnappers. 

The police affidavit said that on 
Jan. 8 and Jan. 9. Mr. Zein and foe 
ambassador had conversations 
about the ransom, whkh was red- 
uced from 571 million to 53 mil- 
lion. 

The ambassador transferred the 
money on Jan. 16 to an account 
Mr. Zein held ki a Beirut bank, the 
affidavit said. 

At the hearing on Tuesday, a 
U.S. magistrate denied baA for 
Mr. Zein but set a further hearing 
for Thursday. • 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A centre which offered 5100 tests to 
people worried whether they bad AIDS and promised identity 
cards to those free of disease was ordered to close on Tuesday. 
The centre, which opened on Monday, was ordered to shut down 
because of inadequate parking space and alleged bui l di n g vio- 
lations. The Older came from foe general manager of foe Los 
Angeles department of building and safety. The Los Angeles city 
council approved an emergency measure last week calling for an 
investigation of the centre, the first of what it said would be- a 
national chain. Medical authorities have said there was no way to 
guarantee someone was free of AIDS virus. 

Poison helps fight cancer 

DALLAS (AP) — Two potential anti-cancer drugs developed by 
researchers at foe University of Texas Health Science Centre 
contain a poison once used to kfiia Bulgarian defector, officials 
say. The poison is riem, an extract of the castor bean, researchers 
at the centre told foe Dallas Morning News. Ricin was identified 
as the poison used in 1978 when a Bulgarian defector, Georgi 
Markov, was k filed in London. Investigators said he was stabbed 
in foe leg with an umbrella tipped with a pellet containing ridn. 
Tests here lave shown that in me laboratory dish and in animals, 
foe drags can be modified to act as “magic bullets” that deliver 
poison only to cancer cells and other cells that the scientists want 
to kilL The potential anti-cancer drugs are made by chemically 
linking the potent poison with an antibody, a protein attracted to 
only one particular type of cell in the body. In healthy people, 
antibodies join with other cells to fight invaders such as bacteria - 
and viruses. 

Snags cleared aboard Voyager 2 

PASADENA, California (AP) — Scientists have fixed a com- 
puter problem that interfered with Voyager 2’s television pictures 
of Uranus for nearly three days. NASA said on Tuesday as eng- - 
ineers sent foe spacecraft orders for its final approach to foe. 
planet. “There were a large amount of (horizontal)streaks across 
foe picture,'’ said Dick Laeser, Voyager project manager at jet 
propulsion laboratory. ' ' Roughly 1 0 per cent to 20 per cent of the 
picture was messed up" He said foe problem was a tiny failure in 
an integrated circuit memory in one of the spacecraft’s six com- 
puters. The computer is used to compress photographic data for 
radio transmission to earth. The engineers bypassed the failed 
circuit and by early Tuesday “we were back good as new,” Laeser 
said. On Friday, Voyager will have its closest encounter with ] 
Uranus- . -• 
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